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Contributing Projects:
     ● P1584 - IRRI Contribution to RICE Flagship Project 1

Part I: Public communications
Type: OICR: Outcome Impact Case Report

Status: On-going

Year: 2019

Title: Changes in participation of women in rice value chains: Implications for control over decision
making

Short outcome/impact statement:
The main innovations are the activities aiming at empowering women in rice value chain. These
include: participation in trainings, capacity development, women-led associations, etc

Outcome story for communications use:
The study reveals that while men continue to participate in activities along the chain, the participation
of women exhibits a declining trend except in post-harvest activities and marketing. The results also
established a change in norms and perceptions of women and their control over decision making. The
study concludes that even though we see decreased women’s participation in agricultural activities
except post-harvest and marketing and increased decision-making authority, the question arises, does
it truly reflect that women are now having emerging opportunities to “decide.”?

Links to any communications materials relating to this outcome: <Not Defined>

Part II: CGIAR system level reporting
Link to Common Results Reporting Indicator of Policies : No

Stage of maturity of change reported: Stage 1

Links to the Strategic Results Framework:
Sub-IDOs:
    ● Gender-equitable control of productive assets and resources
    ● Improved capacity of women and young people to participate in decision-making
    ● Increased livelihood opportunities

Is this OICR linked to some SRF 2022/2030 target?: Too early to say

Description of activity / study: <Not Defined>

Geographic scope:
    ● National

Country(ies):
     ● India

Comments: <Not Defined>
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Key Contributors:
Contributing CRPs/Platforms:
     ● Gender - Gender Platform
     ● Rice - Rice

Contributing Flagships:
     ● F1: Accelerating impact and equity
Contributing Regional programs: <Not Defined>
Contributing external partners: <Not Defined>

CGIAR innovation(s) or findings that have resulted in this outcome or impact:
The eastern Indo-Gangetic Plains in India are dominated by small farm sizes, low incomes and
comparatively low levels of agricultural mechanization, irrigation and productivity. Traditionally, farm
women have tended to be invisible workers, with their contributions to their farms, families,
communities and the larger economy as a whole unacknowledged. It leads to the triple burden of
reproductive, productive and community management (the social spheres) work for women (Grassi et
al., 2015). Because they toil in the background and because their work involves multiple overlapping
roles that are not easily delineated, the lived experience of rural and farm women has not been
documented to any great extent. Hence, an attempt has been made to understand the changes in
gender participation in rice value chain firstly with emphasis on gender roles in specific agricultural
activities (land preparation, crop establishment, sowing, transplanting), crop care (fertilizer, pest
management, weeding), harvest, post-harvest (threshing, drying, storage and marketing) and secondly
to understand the intra-household decision making in agriculture.

Innovations: <Not Defined>
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Elaboration of Outcome/Impact Statement:
Even though women have traditionally contributed large proportions of agricultural labor in these
farming systems, their contributions have remained invisible. The current study was designed to
understand the gender dynamics, particularly gendered participation in a rice value chain over a
period of 10 years. It was conducted in 2015 in three states of eastern India – Bihar, Odisha and West
Bengal. The results, based on a survey of 1,484 women farmers, reveal that while men continue to
participate in activities along the chain, the participation of women exhibits a declining trend except in
post-harvest activities and marketing.
The changes in sources of household income in the last decade: The households reporting earnings
from their own businesses (self-employed) have increased from 9% to 13% as primary source of
household income and 8% to 12% as secondary source of household income over the period of 10
years. The earnings of the household members who are working as agricultural laborers which they
consider as their primary source of household income, has decreased from 8% to 6% over the period
of 10 years, and those that consider as their secondary source of household income, has decreased
from 13% to 11% over the period of 10 years. The households reporting remittances as primary source
of income have increased from around 2% to 6% over the period of 10 years.
The changes in social network in the last decade: Over the period of 10 years, household members’
social network or institutional affiliation has increased from 17% to 36%. There is statistically
significant increase in the women’s affiliation to the organizations while there is decrease in the
affiliation to organizations among men in the households but this decline is not statistically significant.
The changes in access to agriculture extension and information services in the last decade: The
household members’ access to agriculture extension and information services has significantly
increased over the period of 10 years i.e., 35% of households have received agriculture extension and
information services 10 years ago while 53% of households have received the same in the past 12
months. The women’s access to information has increased from 7% to 17%, while that of men has
increased from 33% to 50% over the period of 10 years

3This report was generated on 2022-08-19 at 08:01 (GMT+0)



Reporting 2021 Evidences

References cited:
Bhaskaran, R. and Mehta, B. (2009). Tracing migrants in Delhi from Bihar-An enquiry on the role of
migration as a development facilitator in poor origin areas. New Delhi: Institute for Human
Development and SANEI.
Deshingkar, P. and Akter, A. (2009). Migration and human development in India. Human Development
Research Paper 2009/13. New York: United Nations Development Programme.
Doss, C. (2001). Designing agricultural technology for African women farmers: Lessons from 25 years
of experience. World Development, 29(12), pp. 2075–2092.
Doss, C., Grown, C. and Deere, C. (2008). Gender and asset ownership: A guide to collecting
individual-level data. Policy Research Working Paper 4704. World Bank.
Doss, C. and Morris, M. (2001). How does gender affect the adoption of agricultural innovations? The
case of improved maize technology in Ghana. Agricultural Economics, 25, pp. 27–39.
FAO. (2011). The state of food and agriculture 2010–2011. Women in agriculture: Closing the gender
gap for development. Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI). (2015). Labour in Indian agriculture: A
growing challenge. Available at:
http://ficci.in/spdocument/20550/FICCI-agri-Report%2009-03-2015.pdf [Accessed December 1 2016].
Feldman, S. (2009). Historicizing garment manufacturing in Bangladesh: Gender, generation, and new
regulatory regime. Journal of International Women’s Studies, 11(1), pp. 268–288.
Ganguly, S., Munshi, S. and Nayak, S. (2016). Women on the path to progress. Available at:
http://ricetoday.irri.org/women-on-the-path-of-progress/ [Accessed 10 September 2016].
Grassi, F., Landberg, J. and Huyer, S. (2015). Running out of time: The reduction of women’s work
burden in agricultural production. Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations.
Harrington, L., Fujisaka, S., Morris, M., Hobbs, P., Sharma, H., Singh, R., Chaudhary, M. and Dhiman, S.
(1993). Wheat and rice in Karnal and Kurukshetra Districts, Haryana, India: Farmers’ practices,
problems, and an agenda for action. Mexico, DF: Haryana Agricultural University, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, and International Rice
Research Institute.
Hill, C. (2011). Enabling rural women’s economic empowerment: Institutions, opportunities, and
participation. UN Women In cooperation with FAO, IFAD and WFP Expert Group Meeting ‘Enabling
Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment: Institutions, Opportunities and Participation’. Available at:
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw56/egm/Hill-BP-1-EGM-RW-Sep-2011_CH.pdf [Accessed 15
June 2016].
Jost, C., Kyazze, F., Naab, J., Neelormi, S., Kinyangi, J., Zougmore, R., Aggarwal, P., Bhatta, G.,
Chaudhury, M., Tapio-Bistrom, M., Nelson, S. and Kristjanson, P. (2015). Understanding gender
dimensions of agriculture and climate change in smallholder farming communities. Climate and
development. Available at:
www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17565529.2015.1050978?scroll=top&needAccess=true
[Accessed 12 November 2016].
Kabeer, N. (1999). Resources, agency, achievements: Reflections on the measurement of women’s
empowerment. Development and Change, 30, pp. 435–464.
Kandiyoti, D. (1988). Bargaining with patriarchy. Gender and Society, 2(3), pp. 274–290. (Special Issue
to Honour Jessie Bernard).
Kim, H. and Sambrook, C. (2014). The changing role of women in the economic transformation of
family farming in Asia and the Pacific. Rome, Italy: International Fund for Agricultural Development.

4This report was generated on 2022-08-19 at 08:01 (GMT+0)



Reporting 2021 Evidences

Available at: www.ifad.org/documents/10180/61297bc5-2280-4381-96b9-330b33a382bb [Accessed
17 June 2016].
Meinzen-Dick, R., Johnson, N., Quisumbing, A., Njuki, J., Behrman, J., Rubin, D., Peterman, A. and
Waitanji, E. (2011). Gender, assets, and agricultural development programs: A conceptual framework.
CAPRi Working Paper No. 99. Washington, DC: International Food Policy Research Institute.
Mies, M., Lalitha, K. and Kumari, K. (1986). Indian women in subsistence and agricultural labour. World
Employment Program Research Working Paper. Geneva: International Labour Organization.
Ministry of Agriculture. (2015). Agricultural statistics at a glance 2014. Government of India. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.
Mucavele, S. (2013). The role of rural women in agriculture. Available at:
www.wfo-oma.com/women-in-agriculture/articles/the-role-of-rural-women-in-agriculture.html
[Accessed 15 July 2016].
Ngenzebuke, R. (2014). The returns of “I do”: Women decision-making in agriculture and productivity
differential in Tanzania. Available at:
www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Feature%20Story/Africa/afr-rama-lionel-ngenzebuke.pd
f [Accessed 18 July 2016].
Planning Commission. (1952). Five year plan. New Delhi: Planning commission. Available at:
https://arrow.latrobe.edu.au/store/3/4/2/8/0/public/B14218331.pdf [Accessed 10 June 2016].
Primo, N. (2003). Gender issues in the information society. UNESCO Publications for the World Summit
on the Information Society.
Quisumbing, A. and Pandolfelli, L. (2010). Promising approaches to address the needs of poor female
farmers: Resources, constraints, and interventions. World Development, 38(4), pp. 581–592.
Sanghi, S., Srija, A. and Vijay, S. (2015). Decline in rural female labour force participation in India: A
relook into the causes. VIKALPA The Journal for Decision Makers, 40(3), pp. 255–268.
Singh, N., Singh, Kumar, R., Vashist, A., Khan, F. and Varghese, N. (2011). Adoption of resource
conservation technologies in indo-gangetic plains of India: Scouting for profitability and efficiency.
Agricultural Economics Research Review, 24, pp. 15–24.
Sultana, F. (2011). Suffering for water, suffering from water: Emotional geographies of resource access,
control and conflict. Geoforum, 42, pp. 163–172.
UNDP. (1993). Human development report 1993. New York: Oxford University Press. Available at:
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/222/hdr_1993_en_complete_nostats.pdf [Accessed 10
June 2016].

Quantification: <Not Defined>

Gender, Youth, Capacity Development and Climate Change:
Gender relevance: 2 - Principal
Main achievements with specific Gender relevance: The women feel that as compared to the past,
they cannot directly deny that women have equal access to training in agriculture, have knowledge of
agricultural technologies, are involved in mechanized agricultural operations, identified/recognized as
farmers or regarding the women wage rate compared to men.
Youth relevance: 0 - Not Targeted
CapDev relevance: 0 - Not Targeted
Climate Change relevance: 0 - Not Targeted

Other cross-cutting dimensions: NA
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Other cross-cutting dimensions description: <Not Defined>

Outcome Impact Case Report link: Study #3295

Contact person:
Sujata Ganguly
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