
1 - Overview brief / Sustainable animal productivity 

                                       ON SUSTAINABLE ANIMAL  
 PRODUCTIVITY 
  CGIAR INITIATIVE  

    KEY MESSAGES 
 
 
•	 Livestock provides a pathway out of 

poverty for millions of people and is a 
unique source of high-quality proteins 
and micronutrients to improve the 
nutrition and health of the country’s 
poorest. It also offers a pathway towards 
women empowerment. 

•	 The CGIAR Initiative on Sustainable 
Animal Productivity is working in seven 
countries across 15 livestock value 
chains to package and scale out tried-
and-tested, as well as new, innovations 
in livestock health, genetics, feed and 
market systems. In Nepal, the initiative will 
focus on the buffalo dairy value chain.

•	 The initiative aims to demonstrate that 
improvements in livestock productivity 
can offer a triple win: generating 
improved livelihoods and nutritional 
outcomes; contributing to women’s 
empowerment; and reducing impacts on 
the climate and environment. 

THE CHALLENGE
Most agricultural production in the global south takes place in mixed 
farming systems (MFS). Key drivers – climate change, population 
pressure, urbanization, water scarcity, changing diets, volatile food prices 
– mean that flexible and accelerated changes in MFS will be needed to 
achieve global targets such as the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

OBJECTIVE
The Sustainable Animal Productivity research for development initiative 
within the One CGIAR, aims to contribute to the transformation of the 
dairy sector in Nepal through an integrated approach to make dairy 
production with buffaloes more productive, resilient, equitable and 
sustainable.

Activity
The objectives of the CGIAR Initiative on Sustainable Animal Productivity 
will be achieved through testing the following seven innovations in 
selected buffalo dominated areas and thereafter supporting the national 
public and private sector actors to scale them to cover the dairy buffalo 
belt in the whole country.innovation and scaling design to enhance equity.

Capacity-building for mixed farming system design and analyses, 
to support long-term impact on university and college students, 
scientists, extension agents, farmers, private sector, policy makers and 
development actors.

1. Digital genetic gain platform

Information and communication technology (ICT) and genomic tools will 
be used to address the current challenges and limitations in collecting 
herd performance data, analysing the data and providing timely 
feedback to farmers and various actors within the country. The use of 
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