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Introduction Results
» Regional increase in demand for livestock and products'. » Livestock (cattle) and crop production are the major HH income
» Sustainable feed production a major challenge to livestock production sources (Figs. 3 &4).
in Lao PDR®. » Livestock Feed mainly by free grazing, cut-and-carry to a limited extent.
» Improved animal nutrition would improve livestock productivity and » Main forages grown include Urochloa ruziziensis (Ruzi) and Cenchrus
livelihoods in Lao PDR. purpureus (Napier)and of low nutritional quality (Figs. 5 & 6).
» Context-specific assessment of local feed resources, opportunities and » Major livestock-related activities and decision making are taken by
challenges will inform design of strategies for sustainable forage and men than women(Figs. 7 & 8).
feed options.
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Figure 8. Gender decision on cropping and feeding in

Figure 7. Gender division of labor in livestock production : :
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Conclusions

Acute feed shortage is a major challenge especially during the dry season,
as well as over-reliance on low-quality feed resources such as grazing on
rice fields after harvest and low-quality forages. There is a need to
promote locally-suited and gender sensitive intervention strategies such
as promoting improved forage varieties, feed and forage utilization
practices and capacity building on feed technologies e.g., diet
formulations and feeding regimes.

References

'OECD/FAQ(2023), OECD-FAOQ Agricultural Outlook 2023-2032, OECD Publishing, Paris. DOI: 10.1787/08801ab7-en

“Napasirth, P. and Napasirth, V., 2018. Current situation and future prospects for beef production in Lao People’s
Democratic Republic—a review. Asian-Australasian Journal of Animal Sciences, 31(7), p.961. DOI: 10.5713/ajas.18.0206

Duncan, A., York, L., Lukuyu, B., Samaddar, A., Stlr, W.(2012). Feed Assessment Tool (FEAST): A systematic

. : : .. : method for assessing local feed resource availability and use with a view to designing intervention strategies
FE e By el FeleE)kerssens e [nehielE] Pemeleyt)ene Hels i) mEmiee aimed at optimizing feed utilization. Questionnaire for Facilitators (Version 5.3); updated: 15 June 2012. ILRI, Addis

during the study Ababa, Ethiopia. Available from: https://www.ilri.org/feast

Acknowledgments ¥ L@ INTIATIVE oK " ICARDA “TA w I I_ R I

Science for resilient livelihoods in dry areas ; § . ! POSter prepared for:
This work was conducted as part of the CGIAR / A"iance %? Mixed Farming Tranaforming Afican Agriculbis SAADC 2023
Initiative on Mixed Farming Systems. We thank Bioversity & CIAT CGIAR Systems _ CIMMYT ® INTERNATIONAL November 21-24, 2023
all donors who globally support our work through IWM International Water LIVESTOCK RESEARCH Vientiane(Laos)
their contributions to the CGIAR System. Management Institute INSTITUTE

(<OEXME This posteris licensed for use under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license (CC BY 4.0) 2023-11. Design: |.Rivas/CIAT.




