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Pig-raising is an important livelihood in rural Laos. Village-based pig production systems also pose a health risk from a number 
of pig-associated zoonotic diseases. Between 2006 and 2015 two ACIAR and one ILRI funded research projects were 
implemented in collaboration with animal and human health authorities of the Lao Government to study sero-prevalence of 
pig production diseases and zoonoses.  

Woman focus group meeting  Blood sampling from pig Overall 2341 human and 1356 pig serum samples were randomly 
collected from 81 villages in 8 provinces as well as from 
slaughterhouses. Integrated surveillance methodologies were used to 
obtain baseline sero-prevalence of pig diseases and pig-associated 
zoonoses, together with structured questionnaires to determine 
associated disease risk factors at the village and householder level. 
Socio-economic livelihood studies were also conducted.  

• Generated recommendations for control and future research 
• produced IEC materials, conducted public awareness and 

communication campaigns. 
• Public health and animal health intervention implemented. 
• Oral and poster presentations at the international and national. 
• Numbers of articles published. 

Village education campaign    

School education campaign    

Pig health intervention  

CSF  vaccination 
PRRS vaccination 
Tsol-18 vaccination 
Deworming using 
Oxfendazole 

Public health intervention in a 
selected village  

MDA using Albendazole 400 
mg  3 tablets in 3 days 
Informed consent 
Stool collection to monitor 
STH level 

Sero surveillance estimates in human and pigs 

 The trans-disciplinary involvement and capacity building of 
agencies and staff has generally proven very beneficial.  

 The studies highlight the burden of pig zoonoses and 
production diseases and need for continued surveillance 
and communication between livestock owners and 
veterinary and public health authorities in order to control 
the disease in the Lao PDR. 
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