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Why farmers praclice early transplanting contrary lo extension recornrnendations is an interesting 
question, Participatory rural appraisals (PRAs) done with farmers reveal sorne ofthe reasons farm­
ers transplant late: 

• the availability of tube-well irrigation and a cheap, fia! rate for electricity 

• the continued employrnent oflabor afier the wheat harvest 

• the limited choice of early-rnaturing varieties, since high-yielding cultivars tend to have 
longer maturation periods and need earlier transplanting 

Early transplanting ofrice has led to multiple problems such as the foIlowing: 

• a loweríng of the water table from greater exploitation of ground-water resources (During 
May and June, the water requirements for crops are at their peak. The early transplanted crop 
requíres 20% to 30% more water [PAU 1996].) 

• the loss of nutríents frem evaporation in the extremely hot months, resulting in increased use 
of chemicals aríd degradation of the environment 

• an inerease in diseases and inseet pests 

• less opportunity for green manuring 

Specific varietal adoption patterns 

Old varietíes are cultívated on a large area. P A U has reeornmended a number of varieties of rice; 
however, farmers still prefer to grow old varieties, The varietal surveys conducted by P AU's sernor 
extension specialist (farm management) showed that 36% orthe area in the stale duríng 1999 was 
occupied by varieties released 15 years ago, e,g" PR 106, IR8, Jaya, PR 103, and Govind (Singh 
1999), 

Weighted average age of varíeties is high. The average age of varieties, weighted by the area 
grown lO them in the Punjab, was 12 years in 1996, 11 years in 1997, and lO years in 1998 and 1999. 
This average is veryclose to the 12 years reported by Witcombe el al. (1988) forthe whole ofIndia, 
More recently, farmers have replaced their varieties more rapid1y, but the average age remains 
higher lhan what could be expected of an agriculturally advanced state, Varíeties of wheat and 
barley grown in the UK in 1999 had an average age of only five years (analysis of data from the 
Nationallnstitute of Agricultura! Botany by A.G, Bhasker Raj,personal communicatíon), 

Nonrecommended varieties occupY large areas. Despití! many reeornmendations by PAU, there 
is sigrúfieant adoption of nonrecornmended varieties in the state. In faet, the area under non-PAU 
varieties increased in 1998 and 1999 (table 1), 

In Patiala, the adoption of nonrecornmended varieties was higher than in the Punjab as a whole 
(average of 53% over rour years), Among nonrecornmended varieties, Pusa 44 has the highest 
adoption, Itoecupiednearly 50% ofthe areain the Patiala distriet in 1996 to 1999, Pusa 44 is highly 
susceptible to bacterialleafblight (BLB), and the large-scale cultivation ofPusa 44 has helped to 
build up the BLB pathogen, which causes losses in other varieties. However, farmers prefer Fusa 44 
for its high yield and resistance lo lodging, 
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Table l. Area ofNonrecommended Varieties in the Punjab and Patiala District from 1996 lo 1999 

Area 01 nonrecommended varieties 
('lo 01 total rice area) 

Area of Pus. 44 
('lo of total rice area) 

Year Punjab Patiala -'-""'-_____ ｾ］］＠ ____ ___'== ______ ｟｟｟Ｇｐ｟ＧｵＺＺＺｮＢｪ｡］｢ｾ＠ Patiala 

1996 31 43 

1997 33 47 

1998 35 60 

1999 38 60 

Mean 34 53 

Note.' See figure I for infonnation on sample size5. 

Methods and materials 

Participatory approaches 

Three participatory approaches were used in thís study: 

24 43 

28 47 

30 

28 

28 

56 

54 

50 

l. farmer-managed particípatory-research (F AMP AR) varietal trials, in which farmers grow 
new varieties alongside their local variety under farmcr management, with evaluation of 
many cultivar traits by hoth scienlists and furmers 

2. informal research and development (IRD), in which furmers evaluate new varietíes with 
little intervention from scientists; evalualÍon is mainly !Tom the examination of adoption 
trends 

3. single-replicate design (mother trials), with aH varieties grown togelher as demonstration 
plots to assess the relative performance of varieties (researcher-designed but farmer-man­
aged trials) 

Selection ollarmers and villages 

Eleven villages (Kalifewala, Chalaila, Kalwa, Barsat, Bhedpura, Gajjumajra, Kaidopur, Dhengera, 
Partapgarh, Kartarpur, and Jauramajra) were selected to represent agroclímatic situations in the 
Patiala district. Three villages(Gajjumajra, Bhedpura, and Barsat) represented salt-affected arcas 
with soils having a pH hetween 9.0 and 9.5. Ofthese II villages, F AMP AR trials were conducted in 
six and IRD. in the rest. AH viHages have either metaled or good earthen approach roads. AH of the 
agriculturalland is irrigated !Tom canals or tube wells. 

Farmers were selected lo represent small, medíum, and large landholdings. Willingness to experi­
ment with new varieties was tbe key factor in selecting farmers. A total of 497 farmers were 
involved in participatory research in the kharif(monsoon season) of 1999. 

Farmer-managed trials 

Twelve varieties were tested in participatory trials: IR36, IR64, HKR 120, HKR 126, Pant Dhan 4, 
Pant Dhan 10, Gurjari, Kalinga TIl, Govind, Pusa 834, PR 111, and PR 114. Of these, varieties, 
PR 111 and PR 114 are recornmended for the Punjab. All other varieties are out-of-state released 
varieties. Small bags (2-5 kg) of seed (varying according lO the demand of farmers) were given to 
farmers with the understanding tbat they would grow the new variety alongside their local variety 
under the same management and that they would participate in the evaluation. 
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The plol area for F AMPAR trials varied from 40-5000 m2 Mos! trials had an area of more Ihan 
1000 m2 under any variety, Sorne farmers, particularly in IRD víllages, pooled ¡he seed 10 grow a 
larger area. 

Researchers and farmers jointly evaluated the trials. Frequent farm walks, focus-group discussions, 
and household-Ievel questionnaires were used for recording farmera' perceptions. Graín yield data 
were reeorded jointly; researchers measured the plot size and farmers weighed Ihe plol yield. 

Demonstration plots of all varieties grown in the same field in a single-replicate trial were grown in 
aH villages as mother trials. 

Results and discussion 

Ofthe 12 varieties tested with farmers, Ihree (IR64, IR36, and PR 114) were preferred but IR64 was 
¡he most preferred. We shall restrie! the description of trials to IR64 only. Variety IR64 was tested 
with 43 farmera (26 in FAMP AR villages and 17 in IRD villages) and compared to Pusa 44. 

F armer trials over several dates 01 sowing 

The greatest power of participatory trials was experienced in Ihis study when IR64 was lested over 
a span oftime representing the whole ofthe transplanting period in Ihe Punjab. This was no! delib­
era!ely designed bu! was a result of the reasonably large sample size Ihat represented the normal 
practices of farmers. This was nol possible in earlíer on-station trials that were invariably sown over 
a restricted, usually late, periodo These on-station trials, done in 1985, 1986, and 1987, did nol iden­
tifY IR64 because il yielded less than the check varieties in trials that were transplanted in July. 

PerlormanceolIR64 

IR64 had a significant yield superiority of 5% over Pusa 44 in 43 trials, givíng an extra 300 kg of 
grain ha'¡ over a base of 6550 kg (figure 2). IR64 showed the besl performance (a 12% yíeld 
increase over Pusa 44) when transplanted from 21-24 June. The yield advantage decreased when 
IR64 was transplanted earlier or laler in June, which fits very well with the exlension recornmenda­
tion to spread transplanting equally around 20 June. 

An important feature ofIR64 ,is Ihat it matures 26 days earlier tban Pusa 44, This trait, along with 
high yield, favora its adoption in various situations (figure 3). 

Farmers' perceptions for traits other than grain yield (figure 4) identified IR64 to be superior to 
Pusa 44 for number of tillera per plant and resistance to BLB, slem borer, and leaf folder. IR64 is 
shorter so il is resistanl to lodging, whích allows it to be responsive to inputs, 

Advantages 0lIR64 over Pusa 44 

IR64 had the following advantages over Pusa 44: 

• superior grain quality and higher yields 

• earlíer rnaturity, leading to a saving of iITÍgation water 

• resislance lo BLB and tolerance to whíte-backed plant hoppers 

• resistance to lodging 
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Figure 2. Yield (kg haO') of IR64 and Pusa 44 in 43 farmers' field tríaIs (26 FAMPAR and 17 IRD) 
in the Patíala district during the monsoon season of 1999 
(Tbe overalI mean yield of 6860 kg ba- l of IR64 was significantly bigber [at tbe 1% level] 
tban tbe 6550 kg ba- l yield of Pusa 44 witb a t-value of 4.1 over 43 sites.) 

• allowing a green-manure crop Of summer mung (Vígna radiata [L] Wi\czek) to be grown 
between the wheat harvest and rice transplanting 

Adoption and further tesnng of IR64 

AH participating farmers saved IR64 seed in 1999 for growing in kharíf2000. There was consider­
able seed exchange from farmer-to-farmer. Seed demand in kharif2000, from farmers who had 
seen the trials was considerable, but only five tones of seed could be procured and supplied lo farm­
ers. Sorne entrepreneuriaI farmers and farmers' groups in the state have already become active in 
producing and procuring IR64 seed. 

As a consequence of the participatory trials in Patiala, PAU ís retesting IR64 at a number of 
research statíons under appropriate management. The Krishi Vígyan Kendra (KVK), Patiala, has 
undertaken large-scale testing on farmers' fields in PatiaIa and other districts ofthe Punjab in kharif 

2000. 

To exploit the advantage ofIR64's early maturity, new agronomic practices and cropping patterns 
are being tested by the KVK Patíala in more than 40 triaIs with farmers. These are on growing sum­
mer mung and green manuring with sesbania in kharif2000. 
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Figure 3. Days to maturíty ofIR64 and Pusa 44 in 43 farmers' field trials (26 FAMPAR and 17 
IRD) in the Patiala district during the monsoon season of 1999 
(Over 43 trials, IR64 matured signíficantly earlier [144 daysJ compared to Pusa 44 [170 
days).) 
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Figure 4. Farmers' perceptions (%) for IR64 in comparison to Pusa 44 for plant height, tiller 
number per plant, and resistance to bacterialleaf bligbt (BLB), stem borer, and leaf 
folder over 48 farmen 
(Like Pusa 44, IR64 was found to be 100% lodging resistant.) 
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Conclusions 

The PVS approach has been shown to be a potent tool: 

• to identify fanner-preferred varieties 

• to identify the correet recommendation domain of a variety (IR64 was previousJy tested in 
formal trials but was rejected for the Punjab because formal testing díd not represent Ihe tem­
poral variability Ihat exists in high-potential production systems) 

• to correctly determine the best time oftransplanting of a variety 

• to identify varíeties Ihat give farmers new agronomie options 

• to promote the rapid adoption and dissemination of a variety 
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Equity Issues in Varietal Dissemination through 

Farmers' Fairs (Kisan Melas) in Punjab, India 

J. Singh, s.s. Malhi, J.R. Witcombe, and D.S. Virk 

Abstraet 

In Ihe Punjab state of India, grain produclion has rapidly increased. One factor in this increase has beeo 
the fasl adoption of oew varieties. Punjab Agricultural Uníversíty (PAU) has played a major role in dis­
lributing certified seed of new vaneties to lhe farmers ofthe stale, Mosl of Ihe seed is distributed by sales 
al farmers' fairs (kisan melas) held al PAU and ils regional research slalions. In this study, equity issu.s 
in Ihe sale ofwheal seed were examined in farmers' fairs held in Seplember 1999, 

In Ihe PAU kísan mela, smallholder farmers were found lO be considerably underrepresenled and large 
farmers considerably overrepresenled. The geographical distribution oflhe farmers who purchased seed 
was also studied. As might be expected, farmers lended to come lO where Ihe kisan mela was held from 
nearby administrative areas (termed blocks). This resulted in certain blocks being poorly represenled, 

PAU needs 10 .ddress equity issues, both socioeconomically and geographically, by incrcasing lhe out­
lels for seed sales in remote distriet, and areas oflbe state, and by encouraging smal! farmers to attend the 
kisan melas and purchase seed. 

Introduction 

Ihe Punjab State ofIndia has witnessed a rapid increase in the proouction offood grains, particu­
larly wheat. Wheat production was only 1.74 million tonnes in 1960-61, but it rapidly increased to 
14.46 million tonnes in 1998-99 as a result of increases in both yield and L!-¡e area under the crop. 
Wheat yields averaged only 1.2 t ha- t in 1960-61, but this increased to reach 4.3 t ha- t in 1998-99, 
Ihis very large increase in productivity was due to several factors, including the breeding and popu­
larization ofhigh-yíelding varieties (HYV s), increased irrigation and fertilizer use, and the meeha­
nization of fann operations. The fast adoption of quality seed was a major-perhaps the most 
important-factor. 

A survey of the wheat crop in the Indian Punjab (Singh 2000) showed that 79% of fanners kept seed 
from the previous crop, 12% purchased from private seed dealers, and 6% kept part ofthe seed and 
purchased part from seed traders, Only 3% offanners practiced fanner-to-fanner seed purchase. 
About 4% ofthe purchased seed was bought from institutional SOUTces such as the Punjab Agricul­
tural University (P AU), the Punjab State Seeds Corporation, or the Natíonal Seeds Corporation. 
However, for new varieties, fanners tended, in the beginníng at least, to purchase seed from PAU. 

P AU produces and disseminates seed. Its primary responsíbility for production is breeder and foun· 
dation seed. However, ít also produces certified seed of recornmended varieties and, for wíder dis­
seminatíon, recently released varieties. Most of this certified seed i5 distributed during fanners' 
fairs (kisan melas) that are held at the main campus at Ludhiana (PAU mela) and at fOUT regional 
research stations (RRSs) situated at Rauni, Bathínda, Ballowal Saunkhari, and Gurdaspur. In this 

J. Síngh ís wilh lhe Departmenl ofEconomies and Sociology. Punj.b Agrieultural University, Ludhiana, Punj.b, India. S.s. M.lhi i. 
witn Punjab Agricultuml University, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Patiala, Punjab, India, J.R, Wifeombe and D,S. Vir\{ are with the Centre 
for Arid lone Studies, University of Wales, Bangor, Gwynedd, UK. 
Thi. document is an output ITom prajeel R7323, funded by Ihe Plant Seiencos Research Program .nd!he Natural Resources Systems 
Program ofthe UK Departrnent for Intemalional Develapment (DFID) for tIle benefit af developing countries, The views «pressed 
are not necessarily those of DFtD. 

291 



Equity lssues in Varietal Dissemination thrf?ugh Farmers' Fairs 

sludy, we examine the equity issues in PAU's wheal-seed distribulion system at the time of the 
fannerg' fairs. 

Methods 

PAU holds fanners' fairs twíce a year al Ihe maín campus and al four RRSs. Al Ihe fairs, certífied or 
truthfully labeled seed is sold for Ihe kharif(monsoon season) and rabi (winter season) crops. The 
seed is soJd on a "firsl-come-first-served" basis-fanners queue for their turn lo buy seed for cash. 
In September 1999, wheat seed sales at Ihe five kisan melas were surveyed by distributing a simple 
questionnaíre lo the fartners in the queues. There was a random sample of 359 fanners who pur­
chased wheat seed at the P A U campus mela and a random sample of285 fanners at the RRS melas. 

Fanners were asked about their fann size, Ihe location o f their farm and Ihe amount of seed they had 
purchased. 

Results and discussion 
Station-wise and variety-wise seed sales 

Nearly 28 t of wheal seed was sold in all kisan melas. A major share of Ihe seed was sold al 
Ludhiana (70%) because it is centrally placed and is the main campus ofthe university (figure 1). 
When fanners visit Ludhíana for seed purchases, they also have the opportunity to ¡earn about other 
technologies. AIso, this mela is widely advertised and is a more significant event than the regional 
melas. Afier the P A U campus, Rauni (l 0%) and Bathinda (12%) accounted for mos! ofthe remain­
ing seed sales (figure 1). 

Ludhiana 70% 
B, SaunkM4% 

Others 9% 

Rauni 10% 

By stallon By varlety 

Source: Director of Seeds, PAC and Ludhiana, personal cornmunÍCation, 
Note: "Others'" include vanotios PDW 233 (1.8%). PBW 138 (2.1%), PBW 175 (0.3%), PBW 299 (0.4%), PBW 373 (2.5%), and 
PBW 396 (1.7%), aH of which individuaHy .ccoun! for less than 5% of ,eed sales. 

Figure 1. Wbeat-seed sales ofPAU at the main campus and regional research stations 

Melas at Gurdaspur (4%) and Ballowal Saunkhari (4%) do not aecount for major sales of wheat 
seed. Gurdaspur is located on the northem comer of the state and is not well conneeted. Ballowal 
Saunkhari represents the main1y rainfed kandí belt of the state-a 10 km traet adjoining Ihe hiUy 
state of Himachal Pradesh, where irrigation facilities are very poor. F anners in this area largely 
belong to the low-resource category. 
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Variety PBW 343 was in the greatest demand and accounted for 84% ofthe total seed sales (figure 
1). The only other varíety to account ter an appreciable proportion of seed sales was WH 542 al 7%. 
The remaining five varieties accounted, in total, for only 9% of the sales. 

Patterns o/ seed distribution in addressing equity issues 

Overall seed distribution in the state in aIl kisan melas. A large proportion (45%) ofthe farmers 
in the Punjab have small landholdings of fewer than 5 acres. These farmers own only 12% of the 
cultivable land (table 1). In contrast, 29% of farmers who have more than 10 acres own 67% ofthe 
cultivable land (table 1). 

Table 1. Patterns ofWheat-Seed Sales at Fumers' Fair at PAU, Ludhiana, September 1999 

Farmers attending the Proportion offarmers in 
Farm size mela Quantity of seed sold the state by 

(acres) Number 0/0 Tonnes % Number{%) Area (%) 

<5 20 6 0.9 5 45 12 

5 to 10 49 14 2.0 11 26 21 

10 lo 20 125 35 6.1 35 23 40 

> 20 165 46 8.7 50 6 27 

When farmers attending all the melas were categorized by the size oflandholding, it was found tbat 
smallholder farmers with fewer than five acres were extremely underrepresented (7% of purchasers 
versus 45% ofthe farmers as a whole). The 7% ofthe farmers from this category purchased 6% of 
the seed sold (figure 2). In contrast, farmers with large landholdings were hugely over-represented 
(46% of purchasers bu! only 6% of the farmers in the state). Less marked, but nonetheless quite 
large, underrepresentation occurred for farmers in the five- to lO-acre landholding category, and 
there was overrepresentation for farmers in the 10- to 20-acre category (figure 2). A similar, bu! less 
marked, bias was found for seed quantities purchased relative to the area of land held by each cate­
gory of farmer (figure 2). 

Seed sales as a percentage oftotal sales varied ¡ittIe from the data for farmers purchasing seed, Le., 
once farmers decíded to purchase seed, there was IittIe difference in the quantity purchased, what­
ever the category of fiumer. 

The same analysis was done, disaggregated into the PAU mela (table 1) and the regional melas 

(table 2). Although, in both cases, there was underrepresentation of smallholder farmers and 
over-representation oflarger Iandholding farmers, the situation was better in the regional melas. 

The biggest difference between the regional melas and the Ludhiana mela that there were fewer 
large landholding farmers purchasing seed (46% in the Ludhiana mela compared to 28% in the re­
gional melas). 

Spatial coverage 

The geographical distríbution ofthe farmers who purchased seed was also studied. The Punjab state 
is divided into 136 administrative units, caBed development blocks, tbat represent clusters of con­
tiguous villages. As expected, farmers tended to come from nearby administrative areas or blocks 
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Figure 2. Wheat-seed sales by P AU at its main campus and four regional research stations, 
categorized by landholding size 
(Sales by number of purchases and quantity of seed purchased are compared to the 
number of farmers and the area of land in the state by the landholding categories. The 
data prescnted are from a random sample of 644 farmcrs: 359 at the main campus and 
285 at regional research stations.) 

Table 2. Parteros of Wheat-Seed Sales at Farmers' Fair at Four PAU Regional Rcsearch Stations, 
September 1999 

Farm size Farmers attendlng !he mela Quantity of seed sold 

(acres) Number % Tonnes % 

<5 25 9 0.9 7 

5 to 10 65 23 2.4 19 

10 lo 20 114 40 4.5 36 

>20 81 28 4.7 37 

lO where the kisan mela was held. Fanners who visited kisan melas at the main campus and RRSs 
belonged lo 95 blocks oul of 136 blocks in the Punjab. 

In the PAU campus fair, the farmers sampled came from 65 development blocks oflhe Punjab state. 
Farmers also came from nine development blocks of the surrounding states of Haryana and 
Rajasthan. In the regional fairs, farmers came frem 59 developmenl blocks lo buy seed. The geo­
graphical distribution al block level shows the following: 

• Seed is only disseminated to 70% ofthe blocks in the Punjab despile the five kisan melas in 
the state. Forty-one blocks showed no representation among the fanners who were sampled. 

ＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭｾＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭＭｾ｟＠ ..... ｾＭ
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• The majority of underrepresented blocks were in the Arnritsar and F erozepur districts where 
no fairs are presently held. 

PAU developed its seed-dissemination system in the post-Green-Revolution period to improve the 
equity of seed distribution in the state. In this system, small kíts of seed are sold to many farmers 
rather than larger quantities being sold to a few better-off farmers. When it was felt tha! farmers 
from remote areas were unable lo travel to the main campus in Ludhiana, regional kisan melas were 
started in order to make seed available in the regions. However, the seed-dissemination system of 
P A U at present does not address these issues satísfactorily. It is not known if these equity issues 
have always been present or if they have worsened over time. It is possible that over years, small 
farmers and those in remote geographical areas have become less enthusiastíc about traveling lo 
kisan melas, and small farmers have become dependent on larger farmers for their seed supply. 
Another factor may be that farmers with smaller landholdings are less prepared to take the risk of 
trying new varieties immediately afier their release and wait until Ihey can judge their performance 
on ¡he fields ofbetter-off farmers in theÍr village. Why small farmers have lower representation in 
melas and why ¡hey buy less seed are important issues that need to be addressed. 

Large farmers, who generally employ labor for farm operations, can afford to be away from their 
farms. They have the means and the time to travellong distances lo purchase seed to inerease farm 
revenues. On the other hand, small farmers 

• lack the resources to travellong distances 

• lack time because of theír involvement in farm and off-farrn activities, partíeularly in Sep­
tember when lhey are busy attending to the maturing rice crop 

• lack sufficienl funds to purchase seed at the time when they have incurred heavy expendí­
tures on the standing rice erop, and have yet to gain a return from it 

• perhaps lack enthusiasm to try new varieties because their possible failure represents for 
them a g¡eater risk to their livelihoods than it does for larger farmers 

Although not ideal, the representation of small farmers is slightly better at the regional fairs 
because, on average, seed purchasers have traveled less faro Even there, they buy seed in smaller 
quantities than their representatíon. Small farmers require smaller quantitíes of seed because of 
their smalllandholdings, but this may also indicate that they lack money to buy more and that they 
have greater aversion lo risk than large landholders. 

Despite the sale of seed at regional stations, there are 41 blocks that were not served by the system 
in the sample. Most of these are in the border dístricts of Amritsar and Ferozepur where there are no 
RRSs. Ferozepur borders on Haryana and Rajasthan. Lack of availabilíty of seed from sources in 
the Punjab probably leads to a hígher adoption of varieties from adjoining states. 

Conclusions 

The P AV system needs to open more outletS for seed sales to address both equíty issues. If new 
regional stations catmot be opened in the Amritsar and Ferozepur districts, Idsan melas can be held 
in these districts in collaboratíon with the Department of Agriculture. More kisan melas, especially 
in poorly served blocks, may also help address the needs of small farmers in the state. Policies al the 
state level, involving Punjab State Seeds Co!poratíon and the Department of Agriculture, tha! are 
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