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The Sweden-CGIAR Partnership
Sweden and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) enjoy a long-standing and fruitful partnership. Sweden is a founding member of the CGIAR, and continues to be a leading
supporter of the System. The Sweden-CGIAR partnership is based on strong collaboration with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).
Sustainable use of natural
“The Millennium Declaration and the resources and protection
Millennium Development Goals are at the of the environment are
essential pillars of
core of world efforts to put an end to hunger Sweden’s development
and poverty. The collective political will to assistance efforts. These
give priority to sustainable global develop- priorities, combined with
a strong public goods oriment, ahead of short-term national interests, entation, are in harmony
will be decisive to turn promise into reality.” with those of the CGIAR.
In 1995, the Swedish
Agency for Research Co— Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden, Speech to UN
th
operation with Developing
General Assembly, 59 Session, September 2004
Countries (SAREC)
became Sida’s
Department for Research
Cooperation with a mandate to support developing countries in their efforts to create new knowledge
for development and to support and strengthen scientific cooperation between researchers in Sweden
and developing countries. Sweden played a leadership role in establishing the CGIAR Genetic
Resources Policy Committee (GRPC) that advises the CGIAR on genetic resources policy and assists the
CGIAR Chairman in dealing with genetic resources issues.
Sweden is an active member of the European Initiative for Agricultural Research for Development
(EIARD) that brings together the 25 Member States of the European Union, plus the European
Commission (EC), Switzerland and Norway, to improve the coordination of European policies and support for agricultural research for development.
Currently two Swedish scientists serve on the Boards of two Centers (ILRI and the Africa Rice Center).
In addition, five Swedish scientists served as board members in the past, two of them as Board Chairs.
An eminent Swedish scientist is a member of the CGIAR Science Council, and represents Swedish
national research councils.

Future Harvest Centers of the CGIAR
Africa Rice Center (WARDA)
www.warda.org
International Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)
www.ciat.cgiar.org
Center for International
Forestry Research (CIFOR)
www.cifor.cgiar.org

International Center for
Agricultural Research in the
Dry Areas (ICARDA)
www.icarda.org
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT)
www.icrisat.org

International Food Policy
International Maize and Wheat Research Institute (IFPRI)
Improvement Center (CIMMYT) www.ifpri.org
www.cimmyt.org
International Institute of
International Potato Center
Tropical Agriculture (IITA)
(CIP)
www.iita.org
www.cipotato.org
International Livestock
Research Institute (ILRI)
www.ilri.org

International Plant Genetic
Resources Institute (IPGRI)
www.ipgri.org
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI)
www.irri.org
International Water
Management Institute (IWMI)
www.iwmi.cgiar.org
World Agroforestry Centre
(ICRAF)
www.worldagroforestry.org
WorldFish Center
www.worldfishcenter.org
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Some major milestones in the Sweden-CGIAR
Partnership
 1977: “Past, present and future Swedish support to
international agricultural research through the
CGIAR” released by SAREC
 1979: “Strengthening national agricultural
research” emphasizing the role of the CGIAR, published by SAREC
 1985: “Impact study of the CGIAR” proposed and
released by Sweden during International Centers
Week in 1982
 1994: Establishment of the Genetic Resources
Policy Committee (GRPC) proposed by Sweden
 1998: “Biodiversity and future genetic policy — the
case study of Sweden” published by the World
Bank Special Report No. 5 (Swedish version 1996)
 1999: A special issue in “SLU Currents” (no. 19/201999) focusing solely on the CGIAR
 2001: “Why governments can’t make policy. The
case of plant genetic resources in the international
arena,” a landmark study published by CIP
 2005: Science Council and GRPC study on CGIAR uses of others’ intellectual property and
genetic material under national sovereignty and the FAO Treaty.
A major portion of the financial support from Sweden is in the form of core funding for the
international agricultural research Centers supported by the CGIAR, and is a critical demonstration
of strong partnership and support. This continuing focus on providing core funding remains crucial
for the CGIAR system as it allows increased flexibility in resource allocations based on CGIAR
priorities, and strong funding for the CGIAR reform program which is focused on strengthening science and increasing transparency.

Following are some examples of the beneficial impacts of Swedish-supported
CGIAR research
 The System-wide Information Network for Genetic Resources (SINGER) is a knowledge gateway
that makes collections of crop diversity more useful to researchers, plant breeders, farmers and
conservers. Under agreements with the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), eleven
CGIAR Centers together maintain, in public trust, over 533,000 samples of crop, forage and agroforestry genetic resources in the public domain. The seed collections held in public trust are a
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unique resource for scientists and researchers working to improve food security and increase
agricultural productivity through germplasm improvement. Sida is a major supporter of SINGER.
(http://singer.grinfo.net)
 Improving land management in the Lake Victoria basin. Accelerated soil erosion, nutrient
runoff, urban and industrial pollution and atmospheric deposition have led to the rapid depletion of oxygen (eutrophication) of Lake Victoria, the second largest freshwater lake in Africa. The
World Agroforestry Center and Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development are joining
efforts to provide extension workers, policy makers, and researchers with information, methods,
technologies and approaches for improving land productivity while enhancing local and regional
environments. The aim of the project is to quantify the impacts of promising management interventions on human welfare and the environment. (www.worldagroforestrycentre.org)
 International Winter Wheat Improvement Project in Afghanistan. The Swedish Committee for
Afghanistan helped wheat breeders in Afghanistan obtain improved experimental seed for their
research during the communist and Taliban regimes. Thanks to this effort, Afghan researchers
were able to develop improved varieties adapted for their fragile local environments. Currently,
all winter and facultative wheat cultivars registered in Afghanistan are derived from experimental
varieties obtained through
this project, marking successful collaboration
between the Turkish
Ministry of Agriculture, CIMMYT, and ICARDA.
(www.icarda.org,
(www.cimmyt.org)
 Africa Maize Stress
project. This project is a
continent-wide undertaking involving local
and international
researchers, including researchers from CIMMYT and IITA, NGOs and farmers. Project researchers
develop and promote seed and cropping practices to raise yields and conserve resources,
despite stresses such as drought and infertile soils. Accomplishments include 54 maize lines
tolerant to drought and low fertility among other experimental maize varieties and hybrids, new
farming practices to conserve water and soil fertility; working groups that transcend national
borders and share seed and knowledge freely; the establishment of 140 specialized research
sites; more knowledgeable and empowered farmers who participate in the development of new
seed and are able to obtain it more readily. For example with drought-resistant varieties,
farmers can plant a smaller area saving labor and land, or diversify their crops for nutritional
and financial benefit. (www.cimmyt.org)
 Dryland Forests Research. Forests in Africa’s dry areas are disappearing at a faster rate than wet
tropical forests. Despite their importance to 270 million people who live in Africa’s drylands, forest conservation policies are poorly understood. A 3-year project convened by CIFOR is stimulating policy dialogue about how best to alleviate poverty among forest-dependent people, while at
the same time ensuring the sustainable use and management of the forests. It also aims to
2
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improve knowledge about dryland forests and the important role they play in human welfare.
(www.cifor.cgiar.org)
 Agroforestry research and development in Vietnam and Laos. The World Agroforestry Centre
is working in Vietnam and Laos to build capacity in agroforestry research and development
and to develop sustainable land-use options for upland areas. This has involved the building
of networks, training and the development of
information packages. In addition, the
“Sustainable land use for the uplands of
Vietnam and Laos” research project involving
an international team including the Swedish
University of Agricultural Studies (SLU), the
World Agroforestry Center, the National
Institute for Soils and Fertilizers Vietnam and
the National Agriculture and Forestry Institute
of Laos, aims to understand the interplay of
large-scale land-use options and farmer decision making at selected sites in Vietnam and
Laos. (www.worldagroforestrycentre.org)
An additional illustration of the strength of the
Sweden-CGIAR partnership is the strong support
to Challenge Programs (CP).
Challenge Programs are new high-impact,
research for development programs that tackle
major global development challenges through
expanded partnerships. Four Challenge Programs
are being implemented:
 “Water and Food” for improving water productivity in agriculture in nine river basins, involving over 20 institutions
(www.waterforfood.org)
 “HarvestPlus” for breeding crops with
improved micronutrient content in six staple
crops involving over 40 institutions
(www.harvestplus.org)
 “Generation” for unlocking crop genetic diversity through the application of comparative biological knowledge in 11 crops in partnership with 14 institutions (www.generationcp.org)
 “Securing the Future for Africa’s Children,” developed by a CGIAR partner, the Forum for
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) is focusing on jumpstarting agricultural development in
Sub-Saharan Africa. Fully supported by the CGIAR, this is the first Challenge Program with
responsibility for implementation assigned to a partner institution (www.fara-africa.org)
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The Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) is a strategic alliance of
countries, international and regional organizations, and private foundations supporting 15
international agricultural research Centers that work with national agricultural research systems,
civil society organizations and the private sector. The alliance mobilizes agricultural science to
reduce poverty, foster human well-being, promote agricultural growth, and protect the environment.
The CGIAR generates global public goods that are available to all.

Agriculture, the key to development
In a world where 75 percent of poor people depend on agriculture to survive, poverty cannot be reduced
without investment in agriculture. Many countries with the strong agricultural sectors have a record
of sustained investments in agricultural science and technology. The evidence is clear — investment in
agricultural research for development generates growth, reduces poverty and protects the environment.

Agricultural research benefits people and the planet
Agricultural research for development has a record of delivering results. The science that made
possible the Green Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s was largely the work of CGIAR Centers and
their national agricultural research partners. The scientists’ work not only increased incomes for
small farmers, it enabled the preservation of millions of hectares of forest and grasslands, conserving biodiversity and reducing carbon releases into the atmosphere. CGIAR’s research agenda is
dynamic, flexible, and responsive to emerging development challenges. The research portfolio has
evolved from the original focus on increasing productivity in individual critical food crops. Today’s
approach recognizes that biodiversity and environment research are also key components in the
drive to enhance sustainable agricultural productivity. Our belief in the fundamentals remains as
strong as ever: agricultural growth and increased farm productivity in developing countries creates
wealth, reduces poverty and hunger and protects the environment (see graphic, Evolution of
CGIAR’s research agenda).

CGIAR Priority Investments 2004
Enhancing NARS
20%

Germplasm
Improvement 17%

Germplasm
Collection 12%
Policy 16%
Sustainable
Production 35%
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Agricultural research is delivering results
The CGIAR’s more recent outstanding achievements include:
 Releasing Quality Protein Maize (QPM) varieties in 25 countries. They are currently grown on
more than 600,000 hectares
 Transforming agriculture in East and West Africa through the release of New Rices for Africa
(NERICAs). It is estimated that NERICAs are planted on 100,000 hectares across Africa, including
approximately 60,000 hectares in Guinea and about 10,000 hectares in Uganda.
 Selectively breeding a GIFT strain of tilapia which shows an approximate growth rate gain of 70%
 Training over 75,000 developing country scientists and researchers
 Reducing pesticide use in developing countries by promoting integrated pest management and
biological control methods
 Adopting low-till farming practices in Asia on 1.2 million hectares across the Indo-Gangetic
plains, boosting farm incomes and productivity
 Enabling African producers to access international pigeonpea markets
 Releasing over 45 bean varieties, developed from CGIAR germplasm across Latin America
 Improving forage grasses developed by CGIAR researchers and partners which are currently
grown on over 100 million hectares in Latin America.
 Planting fodder shrubs in Kenya and increasing smallholder dairy farmers’ income by $166
per annum

CGIAR’s Evolving Research Agenda
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These successes notwithstanding, future challenges are daunting. World population is expected
to reach 9 billion people by 2050. Food demand is expected to more than double in a similar
time frame. Some 30 percent of irrigated lands are already degraded, and water use is expected
to increase by 50 percent over the next 30 years. Science-based solutions for sustaining productivity increases while protecting ecosystems are key to addressing these challenges.

Increasing sustainable productivity, strengthening science-for-development
partnerships, protecting the environment
The CGIAR was created in 1971. Today more than 8,500 CGIAR scientists and staff are working
in over 100 countries. CGIAR research addresses every critical component of the agricultural
sector including — agroforestry, biodiversity, food, forage and tree crops, pro-environment
farming techniques, fisheries, forestry, livestock, food policies and agricultural research services.
Thirteen of the Centers are located in developing countries. Africa continues to be a priority for
CGIAR research. CGIAR research partnerships help achieve the Millennium Development Goals
and support major international conventions (Biodiversity, Climate Change, and
Desertification).

7

95537A

9/29/05

1:20 PM

Page 8

The CGIAR has five areas of focus
 Sustainable production (of crops, livestock, fisheries,
forests and natural resources)
 Enhancing National Agricultural Research Systems NARS
(through joint research, policy support, training and
knowledge-sharing)
 Germplasm Improvement (for priority crops, livestock,
trees and fish)
 Germplasm Collection (collecting, characterizing and
conserving genetic resources — the CGIAR holds in
public trust one of the world’s largest seed collections
available to all)
 Policy (fostering research on policies that have a major
impact on agriculture, food, health, spread of new
technologies and the management and conservation of
natural resources)

8

95537A

9/29/05

1:20 PM

Page 9

A twenty-first century alliance
Major reforms designed to strengthen science, extend the alliance, streamline governance and
maximize impact are gaining ground and yielding benefits. The innovative Challenge Program initiative
is designed to address global and regional issues of critical importance. To date, these focus on:
 Addressing water scarcity by improving water use efficiency in agriculture
 Combating micronutrient deficiencies that affect more than three billion people
 Unlocking crop genetic diversity through the application of molecular tools to create a new
generation of varieties of major food crops that meet farmers’ needs
 Employing integrated agricultural research for development approaches to build sustainable
livelihoods in Sub-Saharan Africa
Challenge Programs are facilitating collaborative research and helping mobilize knowledge, technology
and resources.
The CGIAR alliance is open to all countries and organizations sharing a commitment to a common
research agenda and willing to invest financial support, and human and technical resources.
From twelve members in 1971, today’s membership of sixty-four includes a majority of developing
countries. Membership is poised to grow further.
CGIAR members contributed US$437 million in 2004, the single-largest public goods investment in
mobilizing science for the benefit of poor farming communities worldwide.
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A Global CGIAR
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Research is a Collaborative Enterprise
The CGIAR’s achievements would not be possible without the support and commitment of the 64
members and many hundreds of partner organizations who together form the growing CGIAR alliance.

CGIAR Members
African Development Bank
Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development
Asian Development Bank
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
China
Colombia
Commission of the European
Community
Côte d’Ivoire
Denmark
Arab Republic of Egypt
Finland
Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations
Ford Foundation
France
Germany
Gulf Cooperation Council
India
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Indonesia
Inter-American Development
Bank
International Development
Research Centre
International Fund for
Agricultural Development
Islamic Republic of Iran
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Kellogg Foundation
Kenya
Republic of Korea
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
OPEC Fund for International
Development
Pakistan

Peru
Philippines
Portugal
Rockefeller Foundation
Romania
Russian Federation
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Syngenta Foundation for
Sustainable Agriculture
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
United Kingdom
United Nations Development
Programme
United Nations Environment
Programme
United States of America
World Bank
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The Sweden-CGIAR Partnership
Sweden and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) enjoy a long-standing and fruitful partnership. Sweden is a founding member of the CGIAR, and continues to be a leading
supporter of the System. The Sweden-CGIAR partnership is based on strong collaboration with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).
Sustainable use of natural
“The Millennium Declaration and the resources and protection
Millennium Development Goals are at the of the environment are
essential pillars of
core of world efforts to put an end to hunger Sweden’s development
and poverty. The collective political will to assistance efforts. These
give priority to sustainable global develop- priorities, combined with
a strong public goods oriment, ahead of short-term national interests, entation, are in harmony
will be decisive to turn promise into reality.” with those of the CGIAR.
In 1995, the Swedish
Agency for Research Co— Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden, Speech to UN
th
operation with Developing
General Assembly, 59 Session, September 2004
Countries (SAREC)
became Sida’s
Department for Research
Cooperation with a mandate to support developing countries in their efforts to create new knowledge
for development and to support and strengthen scientific cooperation between researchers in Sweden
and developing countries. Sweden played a leadership role in establishing the CGIAR Genetic
Resources Policy Committee (GRPC) that advises the CGIAR on genetic resources policy and assists the
CGIAR Chairman in dealing with genetic resources issues.
Sweden is an active member of the European Initiative for Agricultural Research for Development
(EIARD) that brings together the 25 Member States of the European Union, plus the European
Commission (EC), Switzerland and Norway, to improve the coordination of European policies and support for agricultural research for development.
Currently two Swedish scientists serve on the Boards of two Centers (ILRI and the Africa Rice Center).
In addition, five Swedish scientists served as board members in the past, two of them as Board Chairs.
An eminent Swedish scientist is a member of the CGIAR Science Council, and represents Swedish
national research councils.

Future Harvest Centers of the CGIAR
Africa Rice Center (WARDA)
www.warda.org
International Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)
www.ciat.cgiar.org
Center for International
Forestry Research (CIFOR)
www.cifor.cgiar.org

International Center for
Agricultural Research in the
Dry Areas (ICARDA)
www.icarda.org
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT)
www.icrisat.org

International Food Policy
International Maize and Wheat Research Institute (IFPRI)
Improvement Center (CIMMYT) www.ifpri.org
www.cimmyt.org
International Institute of
International Potato Center
Tropical Agriculture (IITA)
(CIP)
www.iita.org
www.cipotato.org
International Livestock
Research Institute (ILRI)
www.ilri.org

International Plant Genetic
Resources Institute (IPGRI)
www.ipgri.org
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI)
www.irri.org
International Water
Management Institute (IWMI)
www.iwmi.cgiar.org
World Agroforestry Centre
(ICRAF)
www.worldagroforestry.org
WorldFish Center
www.worldfishcenter.org
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