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The Nutrition Factor by Alan Berg

“The new interest in nutrition…is 

mixed with curiosity, and the 

attention devoted to it is often 

mixed with skepticism. Interest 

rarely has been translated at the 

operating level in to action….partly, 

this reflects the traditional view of 

malnutrition as a welfare rather 

than as a development problem”







We Have Built On This Early Work In The Bank To Make Strong 
Economic And Human Capital Arguments 

…In 2006 when we made the 

case for nutrition as central 

to development! And the 

nutrition star started to rise…

….In 2016  The Bank 

developed the first ever 

Investment Framework for 

Nutrition… arguing that it 

was one of the best buys in 

development!

In Oct 2017 World Bank 

“Human Capital Project” 

was launched

The Human
Capital 
Project



These Investments Have Enormous Economic Returns

Source; Shekar, et al; Investment Framework for Nutrition; World Bank, 2016



Development Assistance For Health – 1972-2016





155 Million Children Under 5 Are Stunted Worldwide



THE FIRST 1,000 DAYS LAY A LIFELONG FOUNDATION

CHILD WITH STUNTED BRAIN DEVELOPMENT HEALTHY, CARED FOR CHILD
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Peru Reduced Stunting 50% In Less Than A Decade



Senegal Dramatically Reduced Stunting And Now Has The 
Lowest Prevalence In Sub-Saharan Africa



World Bank’s Investments in Nutrition Are 
At An All-Time High



Brings together multiple 

financing sources in a 

synergistic, country-led way to 

close the funding gap for 

reproductive, maternal, 

newborn, child, and adolescent 

health and nutrition by 2030.

And We Are Bringing New Innovative Financing Resources 
for Nutrition to Complement IDA



SAFETY NETS 

AND RESPONSE 

TO SHOCKS

WOMEN’S 

EDUCATION AND 

EMPOWERMENT

QUALITY 

REPRODUCTIVE AND 

HEALTH SERVICES

QUALITY, DIVERSE 

AND AFFORDABLE 

FOOD

WATER AND 

SANITATION 

Factors beyond nutrition-specific interventions matter



MOBILIZE THE FOOD 
SYSTEM TO FIGHT 
CHILD STUNTING

Boost incomes
Empower women
Provide diverse diets



POLICIES MATTER: 
AGRICULTURAL SUBSIDIES

50 COUNTRIES = $500 BILLION ANNUALLY Mainly for 
major cereals in many countries

Limits production of diverse foods

Invest in sustainable outcomes

SOLUTIONS

Eliminate staple grain bias

Focus more on diverse diets



BOOST CLIMATE-SMART 
AGRICULTURE, SECURE THE 
TRIPLE WIN

Increased productivity
Enhanced resilience
Reduced emissions



MORE AGRICULTURAL 
RESEARCH

Increase yields & boost resilience

Raise micronutrient content

Reduce environmental footprint (biodiversity, climate, water)







Bigger Increases in Human Capital
Lead to Faster Economic Growth



Human Capital From Earnings Data
Wealth Per Capita, 2014



Measuring Human Capital

Average years of 

completed schooling 

in working age 

population 20-64

Average standardized 

test scores for math, 

reading and science

Physical and 

mental health in 

population age 20-

64 – from the 

Global Burden of 

Disease



Human Capital From School and Health Data
Human Capital is Associated with Faster Growth in GDP- as 
much as 1.25% per year
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Dr. Julius 
Richmond’s

Model For
Social Change















The Human
Capital Project





URGENCY

LETTER FROM A “WHITE MODERATE” TO MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

“All Christians know that the colored people

will receive equal rights eventually—

eventually—but it is possible that you are 

in too great a religious hurry.  It has taken 

Christianity almost 2000 years to 

accomplish what it has. The teachings 

of Christ take time to come to Earth.”



…such an attitude stems from a tragic 
misconception of time and a strangely irrational notion 
that there is something in the flow of time 
that will inevitably cure all ills.

Actually, time itself is neutral. It can be 
used destructively or constructively.

More and more I feel that the people of ill 
will have used time much more effectively 
than the people of good will.

We will have to repent in this generation not merely for 
the hateful words and  the bad people, but for the 
appalling silence of the good people.

– MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.


