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Agricultural markets in developing countries, including
sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), are undergoing rapid changes
iN response to strong economic growth, improved
infrastructure and communication systems, and growing
demand among consumers for higher quality products.
Associated with and facilitating these changes are a
range of new interventions and investments, from
creative ways to finance value chains, to ICT solutions for
the quick and reliable delivery of market information for
farmers, to new organizational approaches to linking
small farmers to markets.

This is the report of a meeting to document the practices,
policies and investments that can drive agricultural market
development in SSA.

Principles to guide priority actions:

e Actively promote a culture of evidence-based
decision making by all development agents, public
and private;

e Improve coordination of interventions and their
evaluation to achieve generalizable lessons;

e Celebrate and encourage private sector initiative, but
also recognize the critical role for government
enabling functions;

e Promote and involve farmer organizations in the
identification, design and evaluation of interventions;

e Carefully differentiate gross and net benefits, and the
opportunity costs of using public or donor funds;

e While exports to OECD are desirable, focus on the far
larger domestic and regional markets; and

e Shape modern value chains (supermarkets) where
possible, but focus first on the more important
traditional channels.

Priority policy actions:

e Reduce international trade barriers, both tariff and
nontariff,

e Harmonize grades and standards within national and
regional markets, including for seeds and other
inputs,

e Monitor the need for anti-trust action where
noncompetitive behavior exists;

e land and labor (education and health) policies
should facilitate smallholder productivity growth and
market participation; and

e Avoid ad hoc policy processes that generate risk and
uncertainty.

Priority investment actions:

e Improve access to financial services for producers and
market intermediaries, especially for small-scale
producers/ intermediaries and for women,;

e Extend, upgrade and maintain transport and power
infrastructures;

e Build independent African food policy analysis
capacity;

e Advance technical skills training in value addition,
new products, food standards, etc.,

e Extend, upgrade and maintain town and urban
wholesale marketing infrastructures; and

e Facllitate rapid and broad roll-out of advanced ICT
tools to help level the playing field.
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