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Hints on calf rearing Feeding Colostrum (Cecs N s )Lg_:_?, 55 )
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Good Calf Management

Good calf housing with feed and
water present at all times is
important!!!!
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(How much colostrum should be fed)
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When should colotrum be fed
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Do not leave the calf with the cow
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Target weights (kg) for heifers (Jood management)
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Breeding soon after heifer reaches puberty
would result in poor performance in
subsequent lactations.
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Feeding From Breeding to Calving
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Some guidelines on weights (kg) to breed
pure and crossbreds:

Friesians, Friesian x Brown Swiss - 300
Friesian x zebu crosses - 275
Buffalo - 300
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When high quality feeds are difficult to produce, rearing pure or crossbred heifers with abundant, low quality feeds
may result in slow growth rates (400-500 g/day) and delayed first calving, but this might be most economical

rearing strategy for such situations!!
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Source: Dairy Essentials, Raising Dairy Heifers babcock@calshp.cals.wise.edu
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Heat Signs and Heat Detection

HEAT PEAK

PRE-HEAT
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SCHEMATIC ILLUSTRATION OF A COAWS HEAT-CYCLE AND THE BEST TIME OF INSEMINATICN
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Characteristic signs of heat in buffaloes

Early heat Mid-heat Late Heat
8 hrs 12-18 hrs 18-24 hrs
#eratnon Least More Less
requency
Bellowing sometimes Very common | No
Excitement More less Normal
i 87 less more Least
teaser
Appetite Normal Less Normal
Milk yield Normal Less Normal
Cervix open Partial Full Closed
Remember!!! .... In Buffaloes

Much of noticeable signs of heat are shown
clearly during mid-heat, so the chance of
missing is also HIGH
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