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What is the State of Knowledge (SOK) Series?

The SOK series sets out to evaluate the state of knowledge on subjects related to the impact, management and
development of hydropower on the Mekong, including its tributaries. Publications in the series are issued by the CGIAR
Challenge Program on Water and Food — Mekong Programme. The series papers draw on both regional and international
experience. Papers seek to gauge what is known about a specific subject and where there are gaps in our knowledge and
understanding. All SOK papers are reviewed by experts in the field. Each section in a SOK papers ends with a conclusion
about the state of knowledge on that topic. This may reflect high levels of certainty, intermediate levels, or low certainty.

The SOK series is available for download from the CPWF Mekong website at http://mekong.waterandfood.org/

Citation: Pukinskis, I. Mekong Sediment Basics. February, 2013. State of Knowledge Series 2. Vientiane, Lao PDR,
Challenge Program on Water and Food.

This SOK has been reviewed by Gregory A. Thomas, Natural Heritage Institute; Matti Kummu, Aalto University; and
Jeffrey Richey, University of Washington.

Reviewers cannot be held responsible for the contents of any SOK paper, which remains with the CPWF and associated
partners identified in the document.

This SOK has been edited by Terry Clayton at Red Plough International Co. Ltd. clayton@redplough.com and
proofread by Clare Sandford claresandford@hotmail.co.uk

Design and lay-out by Remy Rossi rossiremy(@gmail.com and Watcharapol Isarangkul nong.isarangkul@gmail.com

The Challenge Program on Water and Food was launched in 2002 as a reform initiative of the CGIAR, the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research. CPWF aims to increase the resilience of social and ecological systems
through better water management for food production (crops, fisheries and livestock). CPWF does this through an
innovative research and development approach that brings together a broad range of scientists, development specialists,
policy makers and communities to address the challenges of food security, poverty and water scarcity. CPWF is currently
working in six river basins globally: Andes, Ganges, Limpopo, Mekong, Nile and Volta. More information can be found
at www.waterandfood.org.

In the Mekong, the CPWF works to to reduce poverty and foster development by optimizing the use of water in reservoirs.
If it is successful, reservoirs in the Mekong will be: (a) managed in ways that are fairer and more equitable to all water
users; (b) managed and coordinated across cascades to optimize benefits for all; (c) planned and managed to account for
environmental and social needs; (d) used for multiple purposes besides hydropower alone; (e) better governed and the
benefits better shared. More information can be found at www.mekong.waterandfood.org.

Want to know more?
Contact us at cpwf.mekong@gmail.com.
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