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WHERE ARE WE NOW?

The status of gender within WLE is emergent, co-evolving with the WLE portfolio. WLE is advocating for a paradigm shift whereby ecosystem-based approaches
with a strong human dimension are the foundation for attaining the UN Millennium Development Goals. This requires a strong focus on rights, access and equity.

Strategic gender research

will contribute to global insight on the relationship between
gender, water, land and ecosystems and further test the
hypothesis that if women have improved access to natural
resources and decision-making, there will be improved
sustainable management of the water and land.

RESEARCH
APPROACH

Identifying opportunities for
women through gender profiles

will highlight the development options for women. The
profiles wil identify the main issues that a) men and
wormen face in achieving sustainable access to water, land
and ecosystems and that b) they face in influencing
decision making over these resources at the household,
community and national level.

Mainstreaming gender into
thematic research

will support the incorporation of gender into current research
portfolios thorough gender analyses/auis, gathering gender

data, targeting d developing
investible options for women.

AREAS OF INNOVATION

Gender In

Gender Mapping
National Policy

Incorporating gender
landscapes into
physically-based models
via community-based
three-dimensional,
watershed mapping.

In Ghana, most of the national
agricultural, natural resources and
poverty reduction policies include
attention to gender mainstreaming
and increasing participation of women,
Youth and marginalized mermbers of
communities. However, many of these
policies have been developed by
educated, urban elite and influenced
by donor agendas.

Men and women interact with water
resources and landscapes differently, yet
these differences are often not integrated in
afunctional way within physical and
hydrological models. This often presents an hil

: nature, the way in
incomplete picture of women's needs.

and
inequality i addressed can often be tte more than box umng andis
embedded with pre-conceived ideas of which gender issues need to
be addressed. Looking at how gender is not only integrated in policy
butalso how itis acted upon by implementers along a chain of

and It

Linking biophysical and community methodologies will allow for an
incorporation of gendered perceptions, identification and use of
natural resources into biophysical assessments of water resource
management. This is being done in Jeldu watershed within the Upper
Blue Nile

community level thus e very important for sustained change

Africa region

GLOBAL RESEARCH OUTCOMES
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RESEARCH OUTCOMES IN COUNTRIES, REGIONS AND BASINS

Fparan Capacity buiing Models tool,

Cross-Cutting Themes
WLE Research Portfolios

For women across the world, the use of
water, land and ecosystems s vital. Yet
women often have less access to,
control over, and ownership of such

EETE e resources. WLES hypothesis s that if

e women have a greater role in decisions
related to water and land at all levels,

there will be improved management of

these resources and increased equity
for agricultural development and
sustainable livelihoods.
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INDICATIVE RESEARCH
OUTCOME METRICS:

> Valueof projcts and
vents (in $US)

Use of WLE information
ged management tools

Civil society investments
developed/ch:

level planning and
governance med
increases by 1

Assuming 1
The WLE theory of change emphasizes
the need to a) understand how
investments and planning decisions will
impact gender roles and women's use
of resources b) improve how women, in
conjunction with men, are able to voice
their concerns about development
opportunities and ability to transform
their lives for a more sustainable future

populations are targeted,
projects will cover 6,000
km2 and affect 100,000
women farmers directly

Number of national policies.
developed/changed

international guidelines
developed/changed

Women farmers.
participating in relevant
water management
Number of organizations

using infori
e

10% annually

1 million women are
targeted as direct
ies of these

WLE places a high priority on gender,
striving for 10% of its budget to be
focused on gender-related research
The Gender Portfolio s a research
group with a vote in the WLE

Ecosystem Services e .

pnea Management Comittee. WLE also
River has one intermediate development
Basins outcome focused on equity and

gender.

SUCCESS

WLE builds upon some of the seminal work that has been done by partners to better
understand the impacts of rapid development on womeris livelihoods and empower
them to be part of decision-making processes.

EQuir),
EQUITY

In Colombia, WLE partners
are working through
“conversatorio de accion
ciudadand! (citizen call to
action), that enables.
traditionally excluded
groups to participate in the
analysis of issues affecting
them and also take partin
decision-making

“Citizenship actions have
helped us to achieve goals
that | never imagined. With
the support of the Mayors
Office we now have 67
water filters for rural areas” -
Ms. Blanca Nieve Martines,
53 years old, of Osera
Community at Rovira
municipality.

REVITALIZING
AGRICULTURE

WLE partners have reached over 100,000 women
with nitrogen fixation technologies that can improve
soil fertilty and yields through the N2Africa Project;

IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES

Defining the parameters a
and the entry points:

As WLEs mandateis extensive, setting clear parameters for the
portfolio of workin order to obtain maximum impact on natural
resources and on increasing equity s challenging, and requiresa
flexible and reactive structure. It requires clear and respectful ]
working with othy tists and

which takes time and resources to build.

WLE is investing significantly in finding entry points for constructive
interactions, such as the emerging issue of feminization of
agriculture in South Asia and its implication for irrgation.

New areas of research:

WLE's works on gender within the context of ecosystems is a
relatively new area. It build upon work conducted by different
groups including eco-feminist theories, but links closer to ongoing
debates on agriculture. Within WLE's Gender Portfolio, research is
conducted to understand the differentiated demands men and
women place on water, land and ecosystems and how they
verbalize these demands.

Another central area of WLE' gender workis the link between land
and water - often they are seen independently. however access to
one can be dependent on the other. WLE will explore what the
implications are for gendered tenure rights to water and land.

VISION

Decisions on agriculture and natural
resources management should
include an understanding of the
impacts on men and women.

OUR VISION:

Vibrant communities where women can actively engage in

decision making over the use of water, land and

y to support livelihoods for future generations Likewise, we believe that improving

gender equity in access to resources

and in decision making will empower
women and communities to improve
their livelihoods and manage natural
resources for sustainable
intensification

1

Extent to which activity
contains gender
disaggregated data and
analysis of gender differences
in the activity planned

Extent to which activity explains
how actions will esult in women's identifes at east one
their ¢ pecific objective to
be undertaken for
mainstreaming or
gender-specific research

3

Extent to which the activity WLE places gender within the equity
triangle of poverty, gender and
institutions - as all three need to be
realigned to be able to make a
sustained difference.

access to decision making,
improving their access to water,
land and ecosystems
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PARTNERSHIPS AND CAPACITIES

PARTNERSHIPS TO HIGHLIGHT:

1.In the Mekong region, CPWF and Oxfam work on gender and hydropower
2. In the Nile basin, WLE is engaging with the Global Water Initiative
implemented by CARE

Partnerships within the WLE gender portfolio are mainly guided by the
questions and issues worked on in each of the basins. Local partners
are identified as the work in each basin develops.

KEY CONTACTS

Nicoline de Haan
n.dehaanacgiar.org

Coordinator and Senior Researcher
Gender, Poverty and Institutions

WITH SUPPORT FROM:

Katherine Snyder Everisto Mapedza Fraser Sugden
ksnyderecgiar.org emapedzaacgiar.org f.sugdenacgiar.org
CIAT IWMI IwMI

and a growing number of
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