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Check the ABS 
requirements and 
conditions of the 
provider country

Enquire from the Focal 
Point about 
the Prior Informed 
Consent (PIC) and 
Mutually Agreed Terms 
(MAT)

Access and Benefit 
Sharing–Clearing House 
(ABS-CH).

Planning your 
research

1

Local and national laws and 
regulations

Customs, traditions, values and 
customary practices of ILCs

Principles of conservation and 
sustainable use of biological 
resources

Cooperation with local researchers 
and institutions

Tracking benefits according to 
Material Transfer Agreement (MTA).

Share the results with 
stakeholders of the 
providing country:5

THE COMPLIANCE PROVISIONS OF THE NAGOYA PROTOCOL ON ABS

Internationally Recognised Certificate of Compliance 
(IRCC) – seek, keep and transfer procedure

Provider

PROVIDING COUNTRY

Competent
National Authority

(CNA)

PERMIT

Genetic Resource

Share of Benefits

PIC/MAT

CERTIFICATE

UTILIZING COUNTRY

User Checkpoint

PIC/MAT negotiated between user and Competent National Authority within 
the provider country—using the Access and Benefit Sharing–Clearing House 
(ABS-CH) as an internet-based platform

CNA issues a national permit to ABS-CH

ABS-CH issue IRCC to user as evidence of compliance with the Nagoya Protocol

A user is required to seek, keep and transfer the IRCC (or other relevant documents) to 
subsequent users of the genetic resource as evidence that the genetic resource has been 
accessed in accordance with the Nagoya Protocol.  
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Competent National Authorities (CNA)

Relevant stakeholders

Different levels of government.

Apply for PIC as early 
as possible from:

2

Store all data documenting the PIC and 
MAT steps also if there is no due 
diligence obligation.

PIC granted, negotiate 
and obtain the MAT with 
the ABS CNA

3

Local and national laws and 
regulations

Customs, traditions, values and 
customary practices of Indigenous 
Livestock Communities (ILCs)

Principles of conservation and 
sustainable use of biological 
resources

Cooperation with local researchers 
and institutions.

Start your research, 
respecting:

4

Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) 
and compliance for 

Animal Genetic Resources (AnGR)
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