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Figure 1: Population density in the Thanlwin Basin.
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Figure 2: Hydropower Projects, Salween Basin.
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What is the State of Knowledge (SOK) Series?

The SOK series evaluate the state of knowledge on subjects related to the management and development of rivers in the Greater
Mekong Region. Publications in the series are issued by the CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems —
Greater Mekong. The papers draw on both regional and international experience. Papers seek to gauge what is known about
a specific subject and where there are gaps in our knowledge and understanding. All SOK papers are reviewed by experts in
the field.

Citation: Johnston, R., McCartney, M., Liu, S., Ketelsen, T., Taylker, L., Vinh, M.K., Ko Ko Gyi, M., Aung Khin, T. and Ma
Ma Gyi, 2017. State of Knowledge: River Health in the Salween. State of Knowledge Series 6. Vientiane, Lao PDR, CGIAR
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The CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems in the Greater Mekong (WLE Greater Mekong) is
a research-for-development initiative that seeks to improve the governance and management of water resources by
generating and sharing the knowledge and practices needed to do so. The programme works in the Irrawaddy, Mekong,
Red and Salween river basins. WLE Greater Mekong works through a wide range of partners and builds on the work of
the CGIAR Challenge Program on Water and Food (2002-2014). The program is based in Vientiane, Lao PDR. For more
information, see wle-mekong.cgiar.org

The CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems (WLE) combines the resources of 11 CGIAR centers,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the RUAF Foundation, and numerous national, re-
gional and international partners to provide an integrated approach to natural resource management research. WLE pro-
motes a new approach to sustainable intensification in which a healthy functioning ecosystem is seen as a prerequisite
to agricultural development, resilience of food systems and human well-being. This program is led by the International
Water Management Institute (IWMI) and is supported by CGIAR, a global research partnership for a food-secure future.
Find more information at wle.cgiar.org

The Myanmar Healthy Rivers Initiative (MHRI) seeks to improve understanding of Myanmar’s large river systems
through the analysis of quantitative spatial and temporal data coupled with community-led, bottom-up monitoring of
ecosystem services and values. These findings will be used to inform river monitoring and basin spatial and modelling
analysis activities to ensure that MHRI builds on the existing information base.
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