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Preventing and controlling human diseases
transmitted by animals saves millions of lives
and livelihoods

Key Messages

Testing sheep for diseases in Bako, Ethiopia. Photo credit: ILRI/Barbara Wieland.

There are more than

200
known

types of zoonotic disease

Poorer countries bear

98.6%

of the global burden of
zoonoses

In poorer countries,
zoonoses make up

25%

of the infectious disease
burden on people

and account for

10%

of total disability-adjusted
life years lost




Newly emergent zoonotic diseases in last 100 years
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Source: United Nations Environment Programme and International Livestock Research Institute (2020). Preventing the Next
Pandemic: Zoonotic diseases and how to break the chain of transmission. Nairobi, Kenya.

‘ We need to find ways to reduce the risks and burdens of zoonoses so
people and animals can live healthier lives together.




Human health challenges require animal
as well as human health solutions

Medical treatments are often costly and hard to access
inlow-income countries. Preventing and controlling
zoonoses in domestic and wild animal populations is

a cost-effective way to ensure such diseases do not
spread to human populations.

Studies suggest that every one dollar investedin One
Health practices - which unite human, animal and
environment health expertise - generates five dollars’
worth of benefits.

Adog gets arabies vaccine in Machakos County, Kenya. Photo credit: ILRI/
Geoffrey Njenga.

1. Manage andreduce the heavy burden of common, neglected diseases transmitted by animals

Many diseases transmitted from wild animals and livestock to people go undiagnosed or misdiagnosed. Fevers caused by
zoonoses, for example, are frequently mis-attributed to malariain some areas.

Better ways to detect, prevent and stop diseases in their animal hosts include:
» Implementing smarter and wider livestock surveillance programs

« Strengthening livestock sanitation practices

« Promoting timely livestock vaccination campaigns

2. Prepare for and prevent new diseases transmitted by animals from spreading

Reducing the risk of emerging zoonoses spreading requires implementing innovative disease surveillance programs that
help experts to detect disease outbreaks rapidly and pinpoint exactly where the diseases emerge.

These programs must involve scientists, local extension agents, community members and civil society agencies.
Community-based interventions are critical as communities are in the best position to provide reliable information and
timelines about disease outbreaks.
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Investing in One Health directly tackles the wicked problems facing our health and the health of the animals and L&J l L R I
planet around us. One Health integrates and guides the collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working locally, %d

nationally and globally to attain optimal health for people, animals and our environment. This series of briefs
provides evidence-based information on how One Health can support development efforts.

INTERNATIONAL
ESTOCK RESEARCH

CGIAR | IN5TIT0TE

CCBY4.0

This seriesis produced by the Advancing Investment in Sustainable and Equitable Livestock Systems project,
whichis funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the CGIAR Research Program on Livestock and led by
BY

the International Livestock Research Institute. For more information, visit www.whylivestockmatter.org




