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Keeping livestock healthy and well cared for
improves animal, human, environment and
economic health

Key Messages

is a painful
= condition in cows




Some believe that animal welfare is
aluxury only thosein higherincome
countries can afford. Yet, improving
animal welfare has been shown to

be linked directly and indirectly to
advancing many of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), in particular those aiming to
achieve zero hunger (SDG?2), good
health and well-being (SDG 3) and clean
water (SDG 6), and to combat climate
change (SDG 13) and biodiversity losses
(SDG 15). The World Organisation

for Animal Health (OIE) now has

animal welfare strategiesin place or in
development for all inhabited continents.

A pig farmerin Tien Lu district Hung Yen province. Photo credit: ILRI/ Trong Chinh.

Improved levels of animal health and care deliver numerous benefits:

‘ As consumers globally become increasingly concerned with animal
welfare, livestock producers who demonstrate well cared for stock
may also be able to access new markets.




1. Directinvestmentinveterinary services
Greater access by livestock producers to reliable and affordable animal health services is critical. Investments include:

» Provide farmers with quality and affordable health care to their animals.

» Deliver communications campaigns and education programs, accompanied by incentives.

«  Support community-based actions. For example, the use of community animal health workers often proves an effective
routes to better animal welfare.

2. Supportintegrated approaches to livestock production

Livestock production systems that safeguard animal welfare benefit the environment as well as the animals. For example,
poorly managed herds with inadequate access to feed can be associated with overgrazing and land degradation.
Investments include:

« Grow trees onlivestock farms. This can allow animals to express important behaviours while also protecting biodiversity.

« Grow fodder trees. This can help to feed animals while also reducing soil erosion.

« Consider commodity-based trade approaches that allow international export market access for livestock. This can
mitigate animal health threats and open up market opportunities with less disruption to wildlife and ecosystems.

3. Integrate welfare approaches to increase benefits for farmers

Animal welfare can be an early indicator of economic and health issues in animals. Regular animal welfare assessments
and monitoring can ensure problems are anticipated or mitigated and they flag up where actionis needed. For example,
lameness in cattle is not only a cause of pain and suffering for the animal, but greatly reduces their ability to feed and breed,
with resulting losses for the farmer. Projects should link welfare approaches to health, productivity and economic benefits
to clearly demonstrate the links. For example, lameness in cattle is not only a cause of pain and suffering for the animal, but
greatly reduces their ability to feed and breed, with resulting losses for the farmer.

4. Investindeveloping community and policy-led approaches to animal welfare
While animal welfare guidelines and standards are increasingly being established, many countries have yet toimplement or

enforce animal welfare legislation. Supporting community and policy action on this will lead to positive, practical change for
animals and their owners.
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Investing in One Health directly tackles the wicked problems facing our health and the health of the animals and L&J l L R I
planet around us. One Health integrates and guides the collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working locally, %ﬁ
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nationally and globally to attain optimal health for people, animals and our environment. This series of briefs CGIAR | o
provides evidence-based information on how One Health can support development efforts.
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