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Introduction 
The world is facing unprecedented, interconnected threats to the health of people, animals and the 
environment. Addressing this danger requires cross-sectoral, system-wide approaches, which are 
captured in the concept of One Health. The interconnection of people, animals, plants and their 
shared environment is recognized under the concept of One Health. 
 
Tripartite (the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, the World Organisation for 
Animal Health and the World Health Organization) and the United Nations Environment Programme 
define One Health as an integrated, unifying approach that aims to sustainably balance and optimize 
the health of people, animals and ecosystems. It recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild 
animals, plants and the wider environment (including ecosystems) are closely linked and 
interdependent. The approach mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines and communities at varying 
levels of society to work together to foster well-being and tackle threats to health and ecosystems, 
while addressing the collective need for clean water, energy and air and for safe and nutritious food, 
acting on climate change and contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Capacitating One Health in Eastern and Southern Africa (COHESA) is a project funded by the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Innovation Fund, Organization of African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
(OACPS) Research and Innovation Programme, with the financial contribution of the European Union 
and co-funded through the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) and CIRAD.  
 
The objective of the project is to facilitate the rapid uptake, adaptation and adoption of solutions to 
One Health issues using the One Health concept embedded across government and research entities, 
educational and training institutes and public-private partnerships in eastern and southern Africa. 
COHESA is jointly implemented by the ILRI, CIRAD and the International Service for the Acquisition 
of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA) AfriCenter. 
 
This hybrid workshop was held on 4 April 2022 following the partner orientation workshop held in 
December 2021. As the project is going to delivered through multiplier organizations in 11 countries, 
this workshop involving multipliers and partners was aimed at updating multipliers on the current 
status of the project, understanding the role of multiplier organizations and how the project will 
function, and providing an enabling environment for the multipliers to engage in the project in their 
individual countries and prepare to start up. 
 

Workshop activities 
The workshop brought together potential multipliers and discussed how the project will operate, 
what their roles will be in the project and gathered initial ideas on the One Health landscape in the 11 
COHESA countries. Approximately 72 participants attended the workshop. The workshop agenda 
and list of participants are in Annex 1 and Annex 2 of this report. 
 

Welcome and opening remarks 
Theodore Knight-Jones, team leader for herd health at ILRI, welcomed the participants and thanked 
everyone who joined from the different countries. He then presented on the background and 
overview of the project. This was followed by a discussion on the work packages, project structure 
and the main role of multipliers in the project in their individual countries. 
 
The COHESA consortium leads, Alexandre Caron from CIRAD and Margaret Karembu from ISAAA, 
introduced themselves and gave an overview on their respective work. This was followed by a quick 
update on the baseline survey by Eric Fèvre.  
 
A session of brief questions and answers followed the presentations, then 11 country breakout 
discussion sessions were held with multiplier/partner and consortium members in each country 
breakout room to discuss Work Package 2 and Work Package 3. 
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Brief introductions 
• Margaret Karembu from ISAAA introduced herself, ISAAA and the role of ISAAA which 

includes science communication and policy advocacy.  
• Alexandre Caron from CIRAD introduced himself, CIRAD and the relevant work in southern 

Africa and their prominence in One Health.  
• Gerard Den Ouden, program manager, European Union OACPS Research, and Innovation 

programme, introduced himself, welcomed partners and thanked the COHESA consortium 
for coordinating the meeting and the hard work to move forward with the project. 

• John Becker from the University of Pretoria highlighted the experience of the university 
across various faculties—including natural, agricultural, veterinary and health sciences—in 
different areas of One Health. 

 

Presentations 
Brief introduction, background and overview of the project by Theodore Knight-Jones 
He presented on the background, overview and work packages of the project. He also discussed the 
project design and roles of the multipliers. See Annex 3 for the presentation slides. 
 
Baseline survey by Eric Fèvre  
He presented the aim of the baseline survey which falls under Work Package 1. The tools that will be 
used to collect the baseline data were also described. See Annex 4 for the presentation slides. 
 

Questions and answers 
Listed below are questions that were raised and summaries of responses. 
 
Q: At country level, what is the point of contact (government, research, academic institution, or 
individual scientists)?  
A: The project works through the multipliers. These are research institutions with good skills and 
experience in One Health. Together with the consortium, we will work with government, education 
and research sectors and service providers, among other One Health stakeholders. 

 
Q: Is a country focal point needed for coordination? 
A: Yes, each multiplier and key partner will have a nominated focal point. 
 
Q: When are we doing One Health curriculum development? To what extent do we involve basic 
sciences? 
A: For now, we don’t need to go into that detail. These activities will be developed and adapted for 
individual countries as needed.  
 

Country breakout session and summary 
This session discussed how to deliver the project working with One Health beneficiaries and 
stakeholders. Each country group discussed the points listed below. See Annex 5 for the summary of 
the discussions. 
 
Work Package 2 (Promoting One Health governance) 

• What is the state of the use of One Health approaches by the government in your country?   
• Name two One Health priorities in your country? 
• Which government departments and agencies will you engage with to improve capacity in 

this area? 
• How will you work with them so that COHESA can improve their use of One Health 

approaches and cross-departmental and wider stakeholder engagement and collaboration? 
• Are there other One Health programs and projects already actively engaged with these 

groups in this area? 
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Work Package 3 (Building the future One Health workforce) 
• To what extent is One Health covered in higher education in your country (e.g. degree 

modules, MSc, secondary schools)? 
• As a multiplier, how will you work with other higher education institutes to improve One 

Health coverage in higher education? 
• Are there other One Health projects and programs working in this area in your country 

already? 
 

Next steps 
Theodore Knight-Jones mentioned the upcoming steps to follow. The draft terms of reference have 
been shared; next, we will send the budget and agree on and finalize the contract. Following this, we 
will move to start the baseline survey, where the multipliers will be helping the consortium to 
implement the survey in the 11 countries. 
 
Margaret Karembu expressed her appreciation and thanks to the partners for sharing their expertise 
on One Health, saying she looked forward to working with them at individual country level. Her 
observations were:  
1. Considering the One Health concept, most of the activities on the ground do not seem to 

incorporate the environmental component, so that is one of the areas we need to consider during 
starting up this program.  

2. In terms of implementation, we should look at it more like an approach; we are thinking of 
behavioural changes in the way we interact with animals, people and the environment. 

3. In the area of social science, the departments of anthropology and socio-economics are not yet 
fully involved so these are areas we need to focus on and collaborate with.  

4. There are significant One Health activities going on in some countries and the COHESA project 
countries should learn from each other’s experiences. 

 

Closing remarks 
Theodore Knight-Jones thanked participants and consortium partners for their presence and 
valuable contributions. He also thanked the ACP Innovation Fund, OACPS Research and Innovation 
Programme for funding the project. 
  



4 
 

Annex 1: Workshop program 
 

Time (EAT) Session Presenter 

1030–1035  Opening remarks  Moderator: Ekta Patel 

1035–1045 COHESA overview and recap Theodore Knight-Jones 

1045–1055  Project details  Margaret Karembu and Alexandre Caron (consortium leads) 

1055–1105 Baseline survey  Eric Fèvre 

1105–1120 Question-and-answer session   

1120–1155 Country breakout session  11 breakout rooms with 1–2 people per consortium + 

University of Pretoria 

1155–1250 Regroup session  5-minute overview per country  

1250–1255 Discussion   

1255–1300  Next step and closing  Theodore Knight-Jones  
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Annex 2: List of participants 
 

Name Organization Country 

Aaron Chigona Ministry of Health and Child Care  Zimbabwe 

Addis Tedla  ILRI Ethiopia 

Alexandre Caron CIRAD  

Alexandre Hobeika CIRAD  

Anselme Shyaka University of Rwanda Rwanda  

Arshnee Moodley ILRI Kenya 

Behilu Gosheme Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority Ethiopia 

Bekele Megersa Addis Ababa University Ethiopia 

Bernard Bett ILRI Kenya 

Bibiana Iraki ISAAA AfriCenter Kenya 

Brighton Gorejena University of Namibia Namibia 

Catherine Kunyanga University of Nairobi Kenya 

Catherine Wood Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources Malawi  

Cecile Squarzonidiaw CIRAD  

Chiku Mtegha Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources Malawi 

Clovice Kankya Makerere University  Uganda 

David Chavernac CIRAD  

David Mbiriri University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Delia Grace Randolph ILRI Kenya 

Dismas Ongore University of Nairobi Kenya 

Ekta Patel ILRI Kenya 

Eric Fèvre ILRI Kenya 

Flora Pule Botswana University of Agriculture Botswana 

Florence Mutua ILRI Kenya 

Gabriel Shirima Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology Tanzania 

Gerard Den Ouden EU–OACPS Belgium 

Gift Matope University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Hélène De Nys CIRAD  

Henriette van Heerden University of Pretoria South Africa  

Hiwot Desta ILRI Ethiopia 

Isaac Phiri Ministry of Health and Child Care  Zimbabwe 

Jahit Sacalal Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique 

Joaquim Said Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique  

Joconiah Chirenda University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

John Becker University of Pretoria South Africa 

Joram Buza Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology Tanzania 

José Fafetine Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique  

José Sumbana Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique 

Joshua Onono University of Nairobi Kenya 

Kebede Amenu  Addis Ababa University  Ethiopia  
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Kristina Roesel ILRI Kenya 

Lian Thomas ILRI Kenya 

Lucinda De Araújo Universidade Eduardo Mondlane Mozambique 

M. Dhobbie Ministry of Health and Child Care  Zimbabwe 

Margaret Karembu ISAAA AfriCenter Kenya 

Melvyn Quan University of Pretoria South Africa 

Meseret Bekele ILRI Ethiopia 

Mirgissa Kaba Addis Ababa University Ethiopia  

Musso Munyeme University of Zambia Zambia  

Nigatu Kebede Addis Ababa University Ethiopia  

Ninglisi Babayani University of Botswana Botswana 

Pamela Woods University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Prisca Mugabe University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Raymond Hamoonga Zambia National Public Health Institute Zambia  

Rosekellen Njiru ILRI Kenya 

Salome Bukachi University of Nairobi Kenya 

Shauna Richards ILRI Kenya 

Simon Angombe University of Namibia Namibia 

Siobhan Mor ILRI Ethiopia 

Sita Ghimire ILRI Kenya 

Stella Ikileng ILRI Kenya 

Theodore Knight-Jones ILRI Ethiopia 

Vladimir Grosbois CIRAD  

Wanda Markotter University of Pretoria South Africa 

Wellington Ekaya ILRI Kenya 
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Annex 3: COHESA project overview 
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Annex 4: Presentation on Work Package 1 (baseline survey) 
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Annex 5: Summary of country group discussions 
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