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IFPRI Malawi Monthly Maize Market Report January 2023

The Monthly Maize Market Report was developed by researchers at IFPRI Malawi with the goal of providing clear and
accurate information on the variation of maize prices in selected markets throughout Malawi. The reports are
intended as a resource for those interested in maize markets in Malawi, namely producers, traders, consumers, policy
makers, and other agricultural stakeholders.

Highlights

e Retail prices of maize increased by 9 percent in January 2023.

e ADMARC sales were reported in 10 out of 26 markets monitored by IFPRI.

e No ADMARC purchases were reported in any of the markets monitored by IFPRI.
e Retail maize prices in Malawi were higher than in Zambia and South Africa.

Prices increased by 9 percent in January Figure 1. Long-run trends in average maize retail prices
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Prices remain highest in the South

The average retail price of maize remains highest in the southern region as most maize retailers incur additional
transaction costs of purchasing maize from other regions. In the month of January, the average retail price of maize
was MWK 522/kg in the South, 10 percent and 14 percent higher than in the Center (MWK 474/kg) and the North
(MWK 458/kg) respectively (Figure 2 and 3).



Table 1. Weekly average maize retail prices (MWK/kg) market Figure 3. Location of markets

‘Week ending on

28-Dec-22 7-lan-23 14-Jan-23  21-lan-23 28-lan-23 Change @ »
Chitipa® 450 243 262 288 512 fp 14%
Karonga® 263 263 477 294 285 @ 7%
Rumphi® 224 238 232 218 213 W T
Mzuzu® 456 263 263 470 252 W 1% .
Mzimba® 475 475 475 475 75 D 0
Jenda® 409 208 219 435 62 A 13% 4
Salima’ 263 298 512 515 534 b 15% s
Mchinji® 206 216 234 260 72 B o16%
Nsungwi® a9 53 56 471 FLI I 6
Mitundu® 434 243 264 479 285 @ 12%
Chimbiya™ 422 225 256 65 78 A 13%
Balaka® 445 292 503 503 506 b 14%
M'baluku® 473 286 502 507 545 b 15%
Mangachi®* 409 436 454 476 488 A 19% 8 9 s
Liwonde® 287 290 513 538 540 @ 11% .
Chiringa™ 500 501 509 524 558 M 12% gil s
Mpondabwino” 508 212 153 538 586 b 15% ®
Lunzu®® 513 523 527 527 535 M 4% )
Mbayani® 513 524 543 553 553 M 8% b 3
Mwanza®™ 527 508 504 297 298 W 5% B
Mulanje® 550 540 539 547 550 D 0% ) g
Luchenza® 281 296 516 533 533 M 11% ) P 2.22.1
Chikwawa®™ 500 511 520 520 520 @ 4% A""'az: ':'s':e e,
Ngabu™ 487 521 541 534 540 @ 11% B i o2
Bangula® 458 430 500 500 531 M 16% @ ' o1:cts + 2
Nsanje®® 503 549 574 568 570 @ 13% @ 551-600
All markets 470 478 490 501 512 @ 9%

Note: The number on the map corresponds to a market in Table 1

Regiona[ prices Figure 4. Regional comparison (January 2023)

At regional level, retail price of maize was highest in Nairobi,
Nairobi-Kenya .
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How data was collected

IFPRI Malawi has been monitoring retail maize prices and ADMARC activities in selected markets since October 2016.
Currently, data is collected from 26 markets across the country, with monitoring occurring six days per week, excluding
Sundays. At least three monitors report data from each of these markets. Data is collected by means of phone calls to
the monitors. Regional prices reported in Figure 4 are sourced from Food and Agriculture Organization’s Global
Information and Early Warning System (FAO-GIEWS), IFPRI Malawi, the Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE), and the
Kenya Agricultural Management Information System (KAMIS).
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follow us on Twitter (@IFPRIMalawi).
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