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Introduction 

2018-2020 Food Insecurity Crisis in Zambia 

The food and water crisis that affected Zambia between 

2018 and 2020, is an example of how natural, socioeconomic, 

and political drivers can produce compounding impacts that 

have long-lasting implications for development. This 

retrospective analysis investigates how the different 

compounding drivers of risk and response actions came 

together to produce a severe humanitarian crisis. The aim is 

to draw lessons from the past to inform anticipatory actions 
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collection in Western Province was carried out by IWMI Zambia, and 

interviews at national level by RCCC. Artwork in the report and storymap 

was created by Rebeka Ryvola de Kremer. The team wishes to thank all 

organizations and individuals in Zambia who shared their experiences and 

contributed to the report. Gratitude goes out to national partners such as the 

Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), Zambia Red Cross 

Society (ZRCS), extension department of the Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Imusho and Mbao communities for the valuable and interactive discussions. 

This work was carried out under the CGIAR Initiative on Fragility, Conflict, 

and Migration, which is grateful for the support ofCGIAR Trust Fund 

contributors (l:JJtp:/lwww.cgiar.org/jundersO. 

Disclaimer: This publication has not been independently peer reviewed. 

Responsibility for editing, proofreading, and layout, opinions expressed, 

and any possible errors lies with the authors and not the institutions 

involved. The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on 

maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IWMI, CGIAR, 

our partner institutions, or donors. 
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