
 
 

 

    

 

Highlights 

◼ Average retail prices for common beans, groundnut and  soybean increased by 25 to 80 percent. 

◼ Retail prices of pigeon pea remained constant.  

◼ Average retail prices of cassava and Irish potato decreased by 4 to 18 percent while that of sweet potato 
increased by 4 percent. 

◼ Rice retail prices decreased by 13 percent, while sorghum retail prices increased by 25 percent in the last 
week of May. 

Legumes 

Table 1. Retail prices (MWK/kg) of common beans and pigeon pea by region during May 2021 

 

Note: - = commodity not monitored or prices were not reported in this market; prices in red are for the `old’ commodities (harvested in 
2019/20 season); the change is from the beginning of May to end May unlike the usual change calculated from the end of previous month 
to the end of current month. 

This price bulletin was developed by researchers at IFPRI Malawi with the goal of providing clear and 

accurate information on the weekly variation of retail prices for selected agricultural commodities that 

are important for food security and nutrition in Malawi. The reports are intended as a resource for 

those interested in agricultural markets in Malawi. 
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Table 2. Retail prices (MWK/kg) of soybean and groundnut by region during May 2021 

 
 
Note: - = prices not reported from this market; prices in red are for the `old’ commodities (harvested in 2019/20 season); the change is 
from the beginning of May to end May (except for soybean) unlike the usual change calculated from the end of previous month to the end 
of current month 

Roots and Tubers 

Figure 1. Regional average retail prices (MWK/unit) of cassava, Irish potato, and sweet potato     

during May 2021 
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Table 3. Retail prices of roots and tubers (MWK/unit) during May 2021 

 

Note: - = prices not reported from this market; cassava and Irish potatoes are priced per kilogram; sweet potatoes are priced per heap. 

Other Cereals 

Figure 2. Regional average retail prices (MWK/kg) of rice during May 2021 
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For further information contact 

Aubrey Jolex (a.jolex@cgiar.org) at IFPRI Malawi. 

To learn more about our work, visit https://massp.ifpri.info or follow us on Twitter (@IFPRIMalawi). 

 

Photos: IFPRI Malawi 

 

Table 4. Retail prices of other cereals (MWK/kg) during May 2021 

 

Note: From the fourth week of May, sorghum prices are for ‘new’ sorghum (harvested from the current season) 

How data were collected 

With financial support from the European Union, IFPRI Malawi began monitoring retail prices of selected legumes, roots 
and tubers, and non-maize cereals* in selected markets in October 2020. Currently, prices are collected from 44 markets 
across the country, with monitoring occurring once per week. Three monitors report prices from each market. Data is col-
lected by means of automated short message service (SMS) with follow-ups made by telephone the next day if needed. 
The commodities monitored were phased-in, starting with legumes, root crops and other cereals, and then expanding to 
include livestock products and fish by the end of 2020. Due to technical issues with the third-party messaging platform 
used for data collection, prices were not reported from all markets on all days in May. Note that the number of markets 
monitored vary by commodity because major markets in areas where these commodities are widely produced have been 
selected. 

* daily retail prices for maize are available from our monthly maize market reports 
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